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In This Week’s Edition:

What’s in the News...

In regional news...

Local Transportation Resource Now Available for Cities and Counties

The Missouri Local Transportation Resource Center (MLTRC), operated by the University of Missouri-Rolla,
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is the Missouri branch of the Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP). This federally funded national

program exists to bring transportation technology resources to those working in the field at all types of city

and county agencies.

MLTRC serves as the bridge between transportation needs and affordable, practical solutions. Through

training programs, information resources, a purchasing program, and technical assistance, MLTRC helps

city and county agencies meet their transportation goals. MLTRC is a direct, hands-on method for moving

innovative transportation technologies out of the lab, off the shelf, and into the hands of the people who

maintain our local streets and roads. Public works directors and staff, city and county engineers, local

highway safety officers, transportation planners, street and road maintenance superintendents and staff,

certified technicians and skilled roadway laborers can benefit from the information and services provided by

MLTRC.

MLTRC offers: Subsidized transportation training (can be customized and provided on-site) on a variety of

topics, such as work zone safety, flagger training, gravel road maintenance, snow and ice control, and

financing transportation projects; technical information, research updates, the latest transportation news,

and notice of educational opportunities through a lending library, the distribution of printed materials, a

website, and a quarterly newsletter; a purchasing program that allows you to join into the Cooperative

Procurement Program of the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT), which offers political

subdivisions the opportunity to buy new equipment and supplies at MoDOT prices; and individualized

technical assistance to constituents by locating the transportation expertise they seek to answer

questions, solve problems, begin new projects, or assess old ones.

For more information about MLTRC, call (866) 667-6237 , E-mail mltrc@umr.edu, or visit the center online

at http://campus.umr.edu/mltrc .

********************************

In national news...

“Cities are Creatures of the State” Continues to Generate Politics

Houston Mayor Bill White probably went too far earlier this year with his efforts to speed traffic on Houston’s

freeways. Under a program he called “Safe Clear,” White announced that, if a car stalled on a Houston

highway, police would immediately call for a tow truck to haul it away, even if it were on an emergency lane

and the problem (like a flat tire) could be fixed by the driver. Cost of the tows: $75. The public response was

overwhelmingly negative. Most didn’t like the mandatory part of the towing policy, and some accused the

city of making money off hapless drivers. After a few weeks, White softened his Safe Clear program. (He

got tow-truck operators to give free tows to people with flat tires — and even change the flats for free.) But

that wasn’t good enough for John Whitmire, who still had deep reservations, and unlike most people who

stewed about White’s program, Whitmire was in a position to do something about it. Whitmire, you see, is

a powerful state senator from Houston, and he knew that any ordinance passed by a city in Texas,

including its largest, could be undone simply by passing a state law voiding it.

In short order, he had whipped up a bill to end Safe Clear and signed up 30 of Texas’ 31 senators as cosponsors.

In the end, White flew to Austin and, in a meeting with Whitmire, agreed to more changes, thus

heading off a humiliating defeat. But the incident points to what nearly every city official knows: that cities

are “creatures of the state” (to use the legal terminology) and some states are quick to micromanage their

offspring. But what about the notion of home rule? Texas is a home-rule state. There, any city of more than

5,000 population can pass ordinances without getting the state’s permission, as long as the ordinances

don’t violate a state law. But here’s the condition: The Texas legislature reserves the right to undo any local

ordinance or policy it doesn’t like simply by passing a law voiding it. “That’s the reality,” said a Texas

Municipal League official. “City officials don’t like to hear it or see it in practice, but the state has purview

over cities. [Legislators] can and will inject themselves in any way they want to.”

But surely Texas is an exception, right? Wrong. Most states operate this way. For instance, at the

National Rife Association’s insistence, several states have outlawed city suits against gun makers for

flooding cities with handguns that are used in crimes. And when Atlanta got into a dispute with a private
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country club over allegedly discriminating against gay members, a legislator from the suburbs vowed to

pass a bill overturning the city’s anti-discrimination ordinance.

Excerpted from: Governing.com, Otis White’s Urban Notebook, posted March10, 2005

********************************

EPA Wants Consistent Idling Laws for Trucks and Busses

In an effort to create consistent laws across the country, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will

host the first state/industry workshops to develop a model state or local idling law for heavy-duty trucks and

buses. About half the country has state or local laws limiting the amount of time a vehicle can idle. Many

of these laws differ from state to state creating an inconsistent patchwork of laws which is confusing to

truck drivers and fleets. For example, some state laws limit idling to 3, 5, 10, or 30 minutes, and others

exempt a truck from the time limit if the temperature is below 10, 20, or 32 degrees F.

EPA will convene representatives from state air pollution control agencies, trucking associations, truck

drivers, environmental organizations and health associations. The goal is to develop a consensus approach

to eliminating these inconsistencies. The workshops will be held in Washington, D.C. over the next few

months. Dates will be announced later. For more information about this effort, or to request participation in

the workshops, visit http://www.epa.gov/smartway .

********************************

East-West Gateway’s Anniversary Question of the Week

In 1965, when East-West Gateway was formed, the “typical (median) resident of the 20eith-county

region was approximately 28 years old. What was the median age of the region’s residents in the year

2000?

A. 26 years

B. 29 years

C. 33 years

D. 36 years

Last week’s question: The ink was barely dry on the articles of incorporation for the new East-West

Gateway Coordinating Council when the Board of Directors took up a controversial issue. Principal on

the agenda for a meeting early in 1966 was: A. Developing a regional plan to preserve open space;

B. Consolidating the City of St. Louis and St. Louis County; C. Consolidating the City of East St. Louis

and St. Clair County; D. Siting a regional trash transfer station

Answer: A. Developing a regional plan to preserve open space

