How do they stand?

Stop158 thanks those candidates in the March 21 primary elections who are considering issues important to the electorate and are sharing their views with us. Here’s how they stand on five important issues.
---------------------------------------

Larry L. McClintick, EMC USN (Ret.) –Republican- (Madison County Board, District #25)

1. Gateway Connector: AGAINST
Comment: “I must admit I am not up to speed on this proposal but if your analysis is correct and what I have read about it in the paper is correct then I am definitely against it.

“Growth is a major objective of mine; however, unmanaged growth is usually much worse than no growth at all especially in the areas of quality of life and the environment.  I am all for developing the Route 3 corridor for example.  I certainly do not wasn’t our area to turn into a bedroom community for St. Louis County and the strip mal mentality that would go along with that is totally out of the question.”
2. Smart Growth: FOR
3. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR
4. Metro-equity: FOR
5. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR.

Edith Moore –Democrat- (St. Clair County Board, District 4)
1. Gateway Connector: AGAINST
2. Smart Growth in Metro-East: FOR 
3. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR & AGAINST
Comment: “Concerned about local job participation”
4. Metro-equity: FOR
5. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR.

Dwight Rattler – Independent- (St. Clair County Board, District 24)
1. Gateway Connector: AGAINST
2. Smart Growth in Metro-East: FOR 

3. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR 
4. Metro-equity: FOR
5. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR.

Steve Reeb – Republican- (St. Clair County Board, District 13)

Comment: “I’m always with you”

1. Gateway Connector: AGAINST
2. Smart Growth in Metro-East: FOR 

3. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR 
4. Metro-equity: FOR
5. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR
Harry Thurau - Republican- (Madison County Board, District 26)
1. Gateway Connector: AGAINST
Comment: “We have I-255 that goes from Troy to the Jefferson Barracks Bridge now.  We don't need another road a few miles east going to the same place.  This is just another land grab by the Illinois Department of Transportation.”
2. Smart Growth in Metro-East: FOR
Comment: “I support every one of your bullet points except the expansion of MetroLink.  I cannot support an agency that is financially responsible.  MetroLink is $50 million plus over budget building from Forest Park to Clayton, and no one from Bi-State gets fired.  How come?  Why did they wait until they were $50 million over budget before they fired the firm overseeing the project?  Reasonable, intelligent men would have fired them at $2 million over budget.  Why did they wait so long?  Must be a reason why reasonable, intelligent men do not do the reasonable, intelligent thing.”
3. New Mississippi River Bridge: AGAINST
Comment: “I see this is nothing more than a land grab and a pay back to the highway construction industry for their political donations.  I've heard that the highway construction industry gives more money to statewide elected officials than any other industry.  I wonder why?  Why do we have four lanes less of bridge traffic now than we did in 1964?  We now have 18 lanes down from 22 lanes.  Why?  In my opinion, this was done on purpose, the fewer lanes and more crowded the Poplars Street Bridge becomes.  The more crowded the Poplar Street Bridge becomes, the more need for a new bridge.  Why did it take years to open Eades Bridge?  Why is it taking years to fix the McKinley Bridge?  Why not open the MacArthur Bridge to car traffic?  This is all done by design to show a need for new bridge.  At first, the new bridge was going to cost over $1 billion, and now it is down to $800 million.  What did they cut out?  I don't know and I doubt if you know either.”
4. Metro-equity: FOR
Comment: “I am against eminent domain. We should build factories and warehouses on old property locations and not on farm land. I totally agree we should reform TIF. It is not being used as was intended.”
5. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR
Comment: “I do not believe that bigger is better or that growth is inevitable.  I like the rural setting of Madison County and the Metro-East region.”
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Donald Sawicki – Republican- (Madison County Board, District 20)

1. Gateway Connector: NO OPINION

Comment: “undecided”
2. Smart Growth in Metro-East: FOR
Comment: “Metro-Link/grid streets only questionable”
3. New Mississippi River Bridge: AGAINST

4. Metro-equity: FOR
Comment: “Metro-Link questionable”
5. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR.
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