How do they stand?

Stop158 thanks those candidates in the November 7 elections who are considering issues important to the electorate and are sharing their views with us.

Here’s how they stand on five important issues.  
Bob Delaney (D), St. Clair County Clerk

1. Smart Growth: FOR
2. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR 

3. Metro-equity: FOR
4. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR
5. Gateway Connector: AGAINST
Matt Hawkins (R), St. Clair County Clerk

1. Smart Growth: FOR
2. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR 

3. Metro-equity: FOR
4. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR
5. Gateway Connector: AGAINST
“I oppose the Gateway Connector because there may be a case for over-development, building on speculation without looking at the impact of new development on the county’s green space.”
Thomas Holbrook (D), State Representative, 113th District

“Due to my lack of opposition, I regretfully and respectfully decline the opportunity to complete your survey.  My legislative record should speak for itself.”
Mearle K. Justus (D), St. Clair County Sherriff
1. Smart Growth: FOR
2. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR 

3. Metro-equity: FOR
4. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR
5. Gateway Connector: FOR
Carol Kugler (R), State Representative, 112th District

“I need your people to vote.  As head of the Dept of Transportation he (her opposition, Jay Hoffman) gets BIG donations from road Construction companies, so he loves the build roads.  I believe that most of the people who have lived here and who have recently moved here like and want the small town and rural feel.  I also am an environmentalist.  We need to keep green space and don’t need more highways.  I have thought myself that some turn lanes at corners would be sufficient.”
1. Smart Growth: FOR
2. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR 

3. Metro-equity: FOR
4. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR
5. Gateway Connector: AGAINST

Kyle McCarter (R), St. Clair County Board, District 15
“I received your letter.  I have reviewed each of the organization’s positions and can concur with each.”
1. Smart Growth: FOR
2. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR 

3. Metro-equity: FOR
4. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR
5. Gateway Connector: AGAINST

Hud Norsigian (D), St. Clair County Board, District 15

1. Smart Growth: FOR
2. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR 

3. Metro-equity: FOR
4. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR

“I oppose any toll bridge.”
5. Gateway Connector: 
“I need to conduct additional research to form a reasoned opinion on this issue.  Anyone can have an opinion.  However, one's opinion is only as good as the facts which support it.  To me, if sound traffic studies show that the Gateway Connector is not needed, then we should not build it.  The converse is also true.  According to IDOT, traffic studies show a need (or a future need) for the Gateway Connector.  Your organization argues that the traffic studies are flawed.  Therefore, the core factual issue is simply do we need additional road capacity to accommodate future (reasonably) anticipated traffic growth in this corridor.  I intend to research this factual issue thoroughly, and formulate my opinion accordingly.  I apologize for not giving you a simple "yes" or "no" answer, but this is not a simple issue.”  

Hal Patton (R), Madison County Board, District 17

1. Smart Growth: FOR
 “Wrote Edwardsville Green Space Ord.” 
2. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR 

“That is why I ran for office.”
3. Metro-equity: FOR
 “Western corridor and job creation”
4. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR
 “Toll if Missouri doesn’t pay”
5. Gateway Connector: AGAINST
 “Fix infrastructure in western corridor first!”
Dwight Rattler (Independent), St. Clair County Board, District 24

1. Smart Growth: FOR
2. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR 

3. Metro-equity: FOR
4. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR
“Maximum tolls for Illinois & Missouri vehicles: 25¢; higher tolls for other states; no tolls when bridge is paid off.”
5. Gateway Connector: AGAINST
Steve Reeb (R), St. Clair County Board, District 13

1. Smart Growth: FOR
2. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR 

3. Metro-equity: FOR
4. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR
“No tolls”
5. Gateway Connector: AGAINST
Donald Sawicki (R), Madison County Board, District 20

1. Smart Growth:

              “Against Metro-Link/grid streets questionable”
2. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR 

3. Metro-equity: FOR
 “Against Metro-Link”
4. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR
 “Projected Cost TOO high, NO TOLLS”
5. Gateway Connector: No Opinion

Janet Wright (D), St. Clair County Board, District 18

1. Smart Growth: FOR
2. Preserving, enhancing, and strengthening the quality of community life: FOR 

3. Metro-equity: FOR
4. New Mississippi River Bridge: FOR
5. Gateway Connector: No Opinion

“Four of your issues are easy to answer.  While I always lean toward stopping urban sprawl and protecting the environment, I am reluctant to take a firm position at this early date regarding the ‘Gateway Connector’ without having heard any of the County Board’s discussion of the issue.  As a newcomer to local politics, I can assure you that I come with an open mind and no political agenda other than making our community and region a better palace.  I am also very sensitive to environmental concerns and place a high priority on them.  Without sacrificing green space, planned growth that puts people first, and clean air and water, we cannot have a healthy community.  If elected I will certainly listen to and work with your group before I make up my mind on the issue.”
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