Six reasons G m‘eway

C@m@ecmr zm 't :

To the Edlt{)i‘ :

1 read with interest the -
'recent amda‘ m tHe Dec 31

Belleville” news - Democrat

citing a “debate” on' the:
Gateway Connector. T find -
~itrather fmsn*anng that this -
© ig‘even a topic of: dzsczlssmn'
for elected officials and
.. IDOT since the evidence is

. clear that 0o such rcadway
1s needed. -

There are adequate mad—..'

~way$s to-move-the . popula—

tion from Columbia to Troy

via. I255/155. To build

another - roadway - would .
only destroy ‘mote Tllinois
greén space further harming
our cnvironment. Tt would
also unnecessarily obliter- -
ate very fertile farm ground: ~

Reasons. we don’t - need
‘the Gateway Connector .

Popuiaﬂon gow;h is .
: Immmal <iw less than 4,000
people in- 36 years {Check

~ the censusg.)
2. The populaﬂon it and

near the proposed gateway
Connector- 4o not want. to"
~live next ‘door to. big. box

“retailers or” strip . malls
* which are built aieng hlgh—
. ways." '

- cniy creates. more. traffic

and'encotirages longér com-

_mutes,” thus ' -incréasing

oil/gas usage: (Check the ... '

3. Buﬂdmg more’ roads :

e trafﬁc stué.ws)
- 4. Building the Gateway

Connector. to- encourage
growih only pulis growth

- from neighboring commu-

nities and does not promote

- & strong cohesive region. (It
o does pittone . comamunity

against another)
5. The state huciget can-

' f‘ﬂOt afford another highway.

IDOT is not keeping up
with the maintenance on the

. existing roadwavs/bndges_

as it 1s.

G .’E‘hé : G&teWay

Connector is - disrespectful.

to thie heritage of homes and
farms of the Metro East,

~some of which afe in their
'ﬁfth genetation.

1" sincerely believe that

:,the only people. who will
~really. benefit from. the

Gateway Comlec{or are the
developers. We, the citizens

_ for ‘smart -growth, are-not

‘mterested '
- pockets-of big developers. T
encourage the elected offi-
<ials:of Madison, Monrog,

<in- - hining ~the

and "St. Clair Counties to

‘stand "up for your: con-
“stituency and let ‘evervone
know - that. . the - Gateway
‘Connector does not needed

to be funéed
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