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By Richard Skillings 
 
Levy - Part 2 of a 4-part series 
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Top 10 States 

Tax as % of 
home value 

WI 1.82% 
TX 1.82% 
NE 1.67% 
VT 1.63% 
NH 1.63% 
NJ 1.63% 

ILLINOIS 1.58% 

ND 1.50% 
PA 1.47% 
CT 1.42% 

Source:  2005 
American 
Community 
Survey from 
the US 
Census 
Bureau 

 

As mentioned in the first article of this series, the
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FREQUENTLY SKED QUESTI S
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 petition opposing the 
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ey for its activities?  
or Smart Growth is a 

organization devoted to improving the 
quality of life for those in Madison, Monroe and St. 

 support we cannot 
sletter, maintain the 

ials or create signs.  
Donate today at www.stop158.org
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What has the Stop158 group be
• Meeting with IDOT and elec
• Pushing to redirect the $25 m

L & E study 
• Publishing articles and 

Business Journal, as well a
weekly newspapers 

• Responding to many info
property owners 

• Working with CUB to contro
• Installing and maintaining 

kn
• Working with allies on issues relating to qualit

life i.e. pollution, farm 
services, limiting sprawl 

• Promoting sensible traffic 
Tr
due to start this year 

• Updating the Stop158 web s
• Pushing for improvement in p
• Collecting signatures on the

Gateway Connector 
• Publishing this newsletter an

the public informed 
 
Where does Stop158 get mon
FROM YOU!  Stop158 Citizens f
volunteer 

Clair Counties.  Without your
continue to publish this new
website, survey elected offic

.  
 
Where can I get a free bumper sticker?  You can 
request a bumper sticker through the web site 
www.stop158.org or call 618-667-7661.  Be sure to 
leave a good mailing address. 
 
How can I subscribe to get this newsletter 
regularly?  You can make this request through the web 
site www.stop158.org or call 618-667-7661.  You 
may receive the newsletter via email or get a paper 
copy via USPS. 
 

continued on page 2 
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Second, the State imposes s
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tends to be the weakest, because elected officials 
have some ability to move money from one fund to 
another.  This is particularly common at the state level, 
and local leaders tend to imitate the state. 
 
While most households work from a budget, Illinois 
taxing districts really do not have a budget, as such; 
the levy is akin to a budget, but is a really a projection 
of wants/needs.   All levies are brought to the citizens 
through public disclosure, usually in the local paper, 
followed by a hearing.  If the New Year’s levy 
increases by more than 5%, then another disclosure, a 

ng, and perhaps public 
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be $5.00 on your bill and you’d pay them another 
$5,000.  And so on, for all the districts that your 
property falls in.  Assumin rict’s total assessed 

illion, each district will 
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Finally, monies received by a governmenta
be linked to a specific accounting fund; the
almost all such funds (except the General 
restricted in the way they can be spent.  T
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approval via referendum, is req
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purpose of both the public notic
hearing is to only explain the 
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The county clerk computes the tax rates that will s
up on the property tax bills.   He
according to the assessed value
taxing district.  For example, s
value of all properties in the to
and tax district X levies $1
establishes a tax rate of $1.0
value for every property in that d
you’d see the levied rate of $
value of your property is $100
taxing body would be $1,000. 
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It’s important to recognize th
ass  w

at there are two big 
umptions at ork here: (1) that the total assessed 

ship reaches the 
) that xes are timely collected. 

 t hedge.  They may ask 
needed (that is, set their 

ximum allowed by law 
 d needs for the money or 

do so.   

Note that the levy, the tax rate, and the overall 
 the recent past, real 

estate selling prices and assessed values have risen 
ster than either inflation or the levies.  To prevent too 

 collected against the levies 
w), county clerks have had 
 when you hear something 

that makes little sense: elected officials claim they 
have lowered your tax rate, but you still pay more tax!   
 
And, be aware, as the housing market cools, and 
fewer homes are sold, total assessed value may not 
generate enough new revenue to satisfy the taxing 
bodies’ levies.  So, guess what will happen to your 
property tax bill! 
 
To read the entire article on Tax Levies or all four 
articles of the Tax series, visit www.STOP158.org.  
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Contributions to support   
and this newsletter can be mailed to: 

STOP158 
PO Box 330, 
Troy, Illinois 62294 

Or visit our secure web site www.sto 158p ,org 
and contribute.  

 
Publisher: www.stop158.org: 

or S
 
mart Growt  Citizens f h  

Editor:  Marty Ganz  
Contributors include:  

Manny Arzavala, Webmaster  
Ken Aud, UCM Representative  
Richard Ellerbrake, Spokesperson  
Annette Haines, Letter writing  
Jack Norman, Sierra Club Representative  
Bob Ramsey, Network Marketing  
Richard Skillings, Treasurer  

Address:  PO Box 330, Troy, IL 62294  
Email:  marty1115@earthlink.net  
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our efforts.  Can you post a sign on your property? 

e East-West Gateway C
Governments visit www.ewgateway.org

STOP 158 OMMITTEE MEETIN  STEERING C
Place 866 Old Enterprise Farms, Lebanon, IL 62
Time 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Regular meetings of the steering committee ge
twice m

4 

ally occur 
 arties.  

: 618-Please call to confirm meeting time and reserve yo
632-3158. 
 
STOP158 has frequent sign painting p ways 
looking for volunteers to: 1) help with the painting
the signs in their yard.  More visibility would sign

nd 2) post 
y help 
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www.illinois.sierraclub.org  
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• Illinois Department o

(IDOT) says its prio
and road maintenance

• “Opportunity Works,
2008 capital budget
grabs.  The legislat
adopted a budget. 

• When a budget is a
contain tons of money

• IDOT has a list of thin
including a Gatew
“Location and Enviro
(Phase I)” for $23.7 mil

• IDOT says, “The Pha
evaluate a variety
including the o
improvements - in or
what transportation improvements 
could best handle
population and 
However, if the Phase
a new facility woul

and the governor clea
not want any more
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“Somewhere, somehow we know that the 
besetting mess, to us so hugely disquieting, 
is a miniscule glitch in the leisurely 
progress of the earth’s history.  Yet we must 
pay heed to the disquiet for we also know 
that, infinitesimal, finite particles as we are 
in the web of life, our imperative is to 
contribute to the maintenance and 
betterment of our habitat and not to its 
fouling and destruction.”         
(Renilde Montessori, Paris, 2001) 
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Our Ally list expands 
American Bottom Conservancy (ABC) is a not-for-profi  
organization working to protect the people and environm  
of Illinois through education, advocacy and, when ry, 

and water quality issues 
ving open space.  A prime focus of the organization 

e wetlands and to monitor and challenge unwise 
development in the floodplain. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stop158 Citizens for Smart Growth 
PO Box 330 
Troy, IL 62294 
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 Citizens for Smart Growth”? 

rowth is a movement 
ositive vision for their 
promote that vision.  

Stop158 works to strengthen the quality of our 
ing smart growth and 

you can read about on 
the website www.stop158.org

Who is “STOP158

By Richard Ellerbrake 
 
Stop158: Citizens for Smart G
of citizens who share a p
communities and actively 

common life, while promot
metro-equity.  
 
For many reasons, which 

, we oppose an outer-
 

rtment of Transportation 
 “Gateway Connector.”   

in opposition to the Gateway 

ervancy 
 the Sprawlway 

n 
Sierra Clubs, Illinois Chapter 
United Congregations of Metro East  

 

belt, interstate-type highway from Troy to the JB
Bridge, which Illinois Depa
(IDOT) calls the
 
Allies united with us 
Connector include: 

American Bottom Cons
Citizen’s Against
EcoHawk Foundatio

Would you like to receive this newsletter via email?  
Let us know  sending an email to  by

smartgrowth@stop158.org. 

 
 


