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In This Week’s Edition:

Smart Growth Implementation Assistance - Request for Applications

The Development, Community and Environment Division (DCED) in U.S. EPA’s Office of Policy Economics and Innovation is seeking applications from states, regions, and communities that want to develop in ways that meet environmental and other goals. EPA will provide free technical assistance to successful applicants. Eligible entities are tribal, local, regional, and state governments and nonprofit organizations that have a demonstrated partnership with a governmental entity. Development practices that reflect the principles of smart growth support national environmental and public health goals by protecting sensitive watersheds, minimizing water quality impacts from development, reducing air emissions by increasing transportation choices, lowering greenhouse gas emissions through more compact development patterns, and encouraging clean-up and sustainable redevelopment of brownfields.  EPA is particularly interested in projects that seek to resolve challenges associated with increasing the supply, quality, or accessibility of affordable (or workforce) housing in a smart growth development context. Applications are due by May 8. Guidelines and application information is available at http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/2008_sgia_rfa.htm.

*******************************

Online Resources....

Improving Public Health and the Environment for Local Communities

A new EPA Web site features dozens of projects that local communities can do to help make the air cleaner and healthier to breathe. The "Improving Air Quality in Your Community" Web site features activities for reducing both indoor and outdoor pollution, including diesel engine retrofit programs, improving air quality in local schools, and pollution prevention options for small businesses. These projects have a successful track record: they were previously put into action by state and local governments across the country. This site (http://www.epa.gov/air/community) includes information about the costs to establish and maintain each project, and how local communities can apply for EPA grants to kick-start their activities.

*******************************

Quotes...

"For now, all the talk of mode-neutral funding in the US is moot, because no one cares about performance; they care about earmarks." "We don't collect the data that would allow us to have an effective cost-benefit analysis. The only performance measure that US DOT asks state DOTs is, 'Did you spend the money?'"  Transportation expert David Burwell, in a StreetsBlog article on federal transportation spending and "mode-neutral" funding, which entails allocating money based on pre-determined criteria and cost-benefit analysis, instead of earmarks for roads or transit. You can read the article at www.streetsblog.org/2008/02/13/what-is-mode-neutral-funding.

Source: StreetsBlog
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