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In national news...

The Wisdom of Communities

James Surowiecki, author of the national bestseller, The Wisdom of Crowds, discusses in his article appearing in the Winter 2007 / 2008 issue of scenarios, the Orton Family Foundation's semi-annual e-journal, the idea that to solve a complicated problem or make a good decision, it is best to cast a wide net and to incorporate the judgments of many people, rather than just a few . Surowiecki writes:  "...although we often pay lip service to the idea of collaborative decision-making and the importance of listening to different voices, organizations and communities often assume that the best decisions will emerge from the judgment of a single leader or a small collection of decision-makers. But while this assumption may seem sensible to anyone who’s had to suffer through a mind-numbing office meeting, it’s actually a mistake. If you want to solve a complicated problem, or make a good decision, the best thing you can do is to cast a wide net and to incorporate the judgments of many people, rather than just a few.  Crowds of people, it turns out, are not dumb. Much of the time, in fact, they turn out to be brilliant."  

The article includes pointers on how to make sure that the crowd is wise, rather than foolish.

You can read the article at www.orton.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=page.viewpage&pageid=677.

Source: planetizen.com

*******************************

Quotes

“I learned that God reveals himself through scripture and in general through his creation, and when we destroy God’s creation, it’s similar to ripping pages from the Bible.”  Jonathan Merritt, a seminarian who is a spokesman for the Southern Baptist Environment and Climate Initiative, recounting his own epiphany on the subject of climate change as a group of leaders of the Southern Baptist Convention support a declaration saying the 16-million-member denomination's skeptical view of global warming is "too timid".  Source: New York Times

