Sheltered Care Home Expected to be Closed
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By Sharon Stevens

(KSDK) -- After 160 years, a home for the poor, sick and elderly is one step closer to being shut down.
The Madison County Board plans to close the Shelter Care Home and move its 36 residents to other facilities.

Supporters of the home said they'll fight to have a new home built on the same property. The Illinois Department of Public Health has cited the Shelter Care Home for numerous life-safety violations.

At first, the county board's response was to upgrade the present building. Eventually, they decided that it would be too costly to renovate.

In 2006, the county board approved a plan for a new facility on the same site. Bids were due last month.

However, board members changed their minds last week. The board president said Madison County will no longer be in the shelter care business.

A committee is overseeing the shutdown. And a group called United Congregations of Metro East continues to call for a new home, which county officials said would cost more than $6 million.

Madison County board president Alan Dunstan said it would take at least six months to move the residents to the proper facilities. There's no word yet on what the county plans to do with the property.
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