Exploding the Myth with Facts
The U.S. Census Bureau recently released its 2007 estimates.  Is there really massive growth in Madison, Monroe and St. Clair counties?   No.  The population is barely increasing.  

One of the contentions of those who want to build an outer-belt highway from Troy, Illinois, to the Jefferson Barracks Bridge is that the Metro-East population is booming, thus requiring more highways.  Forget for the moment that vehicular miles are not increasing as in the past, and think about the population argument.
Sprawl threatens us with its insatiable appetite for ever more taxes, public services, schools, fuel, traffic accidents, and threat to the environment, while the same number of people occupy more and more land at higher and higher total cost.  Some recent studies show growth costs more than it generates in revenue.  

What looks like growth in our area is just shuffling the chairs and trading in rocking chairs for highchairs.  
Here are the facts:

• In July 2000, the population of the Metro-East was 543,102. By July 2007, the three counties had gained an estimated 17,934 persons, for a total of 561,036.  
• It took seven years to grow just 3.3%.  About 72% of that is the result of more births than deaths.
• Only 3,477 more people moved to the three counties than left.  Almost 1/3 came from other countries. 

• The Metro-East had about the same number of people in 1970 (555,333). It took 37 years for the population in Metro-East to grow just 1%.  
Bottom line: the population has gone up or down slightly from year to year, but clearly there is no massive movement to the Metro-East.

What about the rest of the area?
The remainder of the St. Louis Metropolitan Statistical Area gained only 3.9% since 2000, yet its slow growth rate is about 20% faster than the Metro-East. This gap in the growth rate has widened recently. 

People come here from other parts of the USA, but more people move out than move in.  What about people from other countries?  More come here from other countries than move to other countries. 
Stop158: Citizens for Smart Growth believes it is important to know the facts so we can plan a future together based on reality, not myth.  For more information: www.stop158.org 
	Three Metro-East 

Counties
	July 1, 2007
Census 
	July 1, 2000 Census
	Change in 7 Years
	Natural

Increase
	Net International

Migration
	Net 
Internal Migration

	Madison County
	267,347
	259,112
	  +3.18%
	  5,341
	  624
	 1,776

	Monroe County
	  32,372
	  27,765
	+16.59%
	     678
	    36
	 3,277

	St. Clair County
	261,316
	256,225
	  +1.97%
	   6,993
	  386
	(2,622)

	    Total
	561,035
	543,102
	  +3.30%
	 13,012
	1,046
	 2,431

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Remainder of the

Metropolitan Statistical Area 

	2,242,672
	2,158,565
	  +3.90%
	68,523
	26,390
	(33,266)


Source: Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau; release date March 20, 2008; Annual Estimates of Population 

Stop158: Citizens for Smart Growth, Richard P. Ellerbrake, spokesperson.  www.stop158.org 
