Exploding the Myth with Facts
You may have heard the Metro-East is growing rapidly, population booming.  Has really massive growth hit Madison, Monroe and St. Clair counties?  No, it’s a myth.  Here are the facts.

Back in 1970, the Metro-East had about the same number of people (555,333) as in 2008 (563,173).  The population grew just over 1% in those 38 years.  The population is barely increasing.  What about more recently?  In the last eight years, 2000 - 2008, population in the three counties grew 3.7% (even slower than the rest of the Metropolitan area, which grew only 4.4%) 
Few as they are, from where do these people come?  Only 10% actually move to the Metro-East, and of those more than half come from other countries.   Most (90%) of the increase is because we are having babies faster than we are dying.  
Bottom line
Population goes up or down slightly year to year, but there is no massive movement to the Metro-East.  
Despite little population growth, sprawl threatens us with its appetite for ever more taxes, public services, schools, fuel, traffic accidents, and threat to the environment, while the same number of people occupy more and more land at higher and higher total cost.  Some recent studies show that  “growth by sprawl” costs communities more than it generates in revenue.  Forward looking public officials understand and face these facts realistically.
Sprawl
Sprawl.  What is it?  “Sprawl” has many definitions. This one is from Wikipedia:

“Urban sprawl, also known as suburban sprawl, is the spreading of a city and its suburbs over rural land at the fringe of an urban area. Residents of sprawling neighborhoods tend to live in single-family homes and commute by automobile to work. Low population density is an indicator of sprawl. Urban planners emphasize the qualitative aspects of sprawl such as the lack of transportation options and pedestrian friendly neighborhoods. Conservationists tend to focus on the actual amount of land that has been urbanized by sprawl. The term urban sprawl generally has negative connotations due to the health and environmental issues that sprawl creates. Residents of sprawling neighborhoods tend to emit more pollution per person and suffer more traffic fatalities. Sprawl is controversial, with supporters claiming that consumers prefer lower density neighborhoods and that sprawl does not necessarily increase traffic. Sprawl is also linked with increased obesity, since walking and bicycling are not viable commuting options. Sprawl negatively impacts land and water quantity and water quality and quantity, and may be linked to a decline in social capital.”
Stop158: Citizens for Smart Growth believes it is important to know the facts so we can plan a future together based on reality, not myth.  For more information: www.stop158.org 
	Three Metro-East 

Counties
	July 1, 2008
Population 
	July 1, 2000 Population
	Change in 8 Years
	Natural

Increase
	Net International

Migration
	Net Internal (USA) Migration

	Madison County
	268,078
	259,117
	  +3.46%
	  6,236
	  629
	1,561  

	Monroe County
	  32,804
	  27,764
	+18.15%
	     959
	    44
	3,888

	St. Clair County
	262,291
	256,204
	  +2.38%
	   9,869
	246
	(4,673)

	    Total
	563, 173
	543,085
	  +3.70%
	17,064
	919
	776

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Remainder of the

Metropolitan Statistical Area 

	2,253,357
	2,158,452
	+4.40%
	78,437
	26,803
	(40,611)


Source: Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau, Annual Estimates of Population.  Release date March 19, 2009
3/19/2009 by Stop158: Citizens for Smart Growth (www.stop158.org)
