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In This Week’s Edition:

In national news...

Integration of Housing and Transportation Planning Critical for Long-term

Prosperity

In recent testimony to Congress, the Brookings Institution's Robert Puentes argues that housing and transportation are irreversibly linked and that, in the face of the current recession, more integrated planning is needed.  Following is an excerpt from his testimony.

"The 100 largest metropolitan areas contain just 12 percent of the nation's land area and 65 percent of its population but account by themselves for 75 percent of the nation's gross domestic product. They are also where 61 percent of our mortgageable housing units are located, and where 78 percent of all mortgages are that are now in the foreclosure process. On transportation, they are where 78 percent of our interstate highway miles are traveled; where 92 percent of transit miles are ridden, and where 93 percent of rail passengers board.

And yet long-term prosperity also requires that metropolitan areas' growth is economically efficient, environmentally sensitive, and socially inclusive and answers to the need to reduce energy consumption.  Between now and 2030, it is anticipated that this nation will develop another 213 billion square feet of homes, retail facilities, office buildings and other structures. That's two-thirds the amount of built space in the United States today.

How and where we build in the future carries far-reaching implications for the health of our environment, our energy security, and our economic recovery and will continue to impact our metropolitan areas' success and our ability to compete globally.  Unfortunately, the U.S. track record here is not good."

Puentes' testimony goes on to spell out the policy problems as he sees it and offers recommendations for better, and more integrated decision making and reward problem-solving that crosses disciplines and joins-up solutions.  His suggestions are:

• The federal government should lead by embracing a new, unified vision for transportation and housing

policy.

• The federal government needs to empower states and metropolitan areas by challenging them to

develop truly integrated transportation, land use, and economic development plans in order to envision

how, in what form, and what kind of infrastructure will be necessary to serve the projected growth over

the next several decades.

• The federal government maximize—not just its own workings—but that of its partners to optimize

metropolitan prosperity.

Read his full testimony at http://xrl.us/beoe3z.
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