Glen Carbon entertainment district gets new critic
Environmentalists cite worries about flooding 
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An Chris Coates / Journal Plants border the parcel outside Glen Carbon where developer Bob Holland wants to construct a $1 billion entertainment complex. Environmental groups are concerned the land could flood environmental watchdog group is opposing legislation that could help fund a $1 billion entertainment complex in Glen Carbon.

American Bottom Conservancy Director Kathy Andria said plans for the University Town Center near interstates 255 and 270 could reduce important floodplains. Her organization is urging the Illinois General Assembly to vote down the STAR Bonds Financing Act, which would provide a funding mechanism for the massive retail and office complex.

"I'm concerned this is targeted for floodplain development and floodplain is supposed to be left undeveloped," she said Friday. "It's totally unwise to develop in the floodplain. All it does is push water onto other areas that will get the flooding from that."

Andria points to a specific clause in the state STAR Bonds Financing Act that indicates the purpose of the act is to promote development within the floodplain. It reads "that the eligible tracts of land, significant portions of which are vacant and located in the 100-year flood plain, present unique development obstacles and are more likely to remain underutilized and undeveloped."

A House committee is reviewing the legislation. 


Andria said her organization's members are concerned that developing in the floodplain would divert rainwater onto streets and into creeks and neighboring yards.

"We've got levees that are not structurally sound and they get weakened by storm water flooding into there," Andria said.

Plans for the 900-acre University Town Center include retail, offices and parkland.

"There are too many questions yet to be answered," Andria said.

But UTC developer Bob Holland, CEO of Holland Construction Inc. of Swansea, said that the development will include several water retention and diversion basins to protect neighboring properties from flooding.

"You can't let the water run off the site any quicker than (before) it was approved," Holland said Friday. "We're doing that with the lakes."

The site plan for UTC includes several lakes, with each one located near one of the buildings, he said. In some instances, the lakes run perpendicular to the entire building, wrapping around the entire development property.

Holland points to the lakes as a potential draw for people who enjoy the outdoors. The development also includes plans for parks.

"It's governed you have to control that run-off," Holland said. "With the lush areas that we're creating, as far as environmentalists (are concerned) they're going to come down and look at us as more than vacant farm ground. It'll be great."

But Andria remains skeptical.

"Lakes have water in them," she said. "There's only so much water that a lake can hold. Then it goes somewhere else."

Sound off

What do you think about the proposed development?

Comment at suburbanjournals.stltoday.com/ 

