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In This Week’s Edition:

East-West Gateway Accepting Comment on Draft Public Involvement Plan 2009

Participation by the public is essential to ensure that the broadest range of views are considered in East-West Gateway’s regional planning efforts. The agency's Draft Public Involvement Plan 2009 describes its work and discusses how it will continue to engage and involve residents on regional issues to ensure their meaningful participation. Reaching citizens who traditionally have not been involved is a significant focus of the Plan. East-West Gateway is requesting public comment on its draft community engagement policies through May 26, 2009, for regional citizens to notify us with suggestions, concerns or other comments related to its public involvement efforts. The Plan is available online at www.ewgateway.org/CEPInfo/cepinfo.htm. Comments on the Plan can be sent to: Kevin Triggs, East-West Gateway Council of Governments, One Memorial Drive, Suite 1600, St. Louis, MO 63102 or KevinT@ewgateway.org.

*******************************

In national news...

Report Takes Issue with Government's Approach to Providing Infrastructure

The Urban Land Institute's recent report on infrastructure finds fault with the government's lack of planning and vision in regards to infrastructure. 'It's a stupid way to run a country," says ULI V.P. Maureen MacAvey.

The report, "Pivot Point," highlights how China, India, and Europe have invested heavily in modern infrastructure over recent decades, while the U.S. has coasted on its own prosperity, content with patching and repairing its outdated bridges, roads, and other transit and water projects.  "We will not continue to be a major world power if we can't get goods in and out of the country in an efficient, productive way," ULI executive vice president for initiatives, Maureen McAvey, tells ARCHITECT Magazine. "And the more we waste time in congestion on our roads, in having inadequate ports and inadequate delivery systems, and having congested airports—that's all loss of productivity."  The ULI's hope is for transit systems to be linked across jurisdictions and for transportation and land use to be integrated. Often, "there's no easy way of getting from A to B, and those are all trips on the road," McAvey says, which, in addition to causing congestion, means more carbon released into the air."

Read the full article at www.architectmagazine.com/industry-news.asp?articleID=957499&sectionID=1012

Source: Planetizen Newswire, May 7, 2009
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