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Sen. Dick Durbin last week added his voice to the chorus calling for FEMA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to explain themselves on the metro-east levees. 

"Understanding the structural integrity of the levees in the metro-east area and the risk to those living behind them is fundamentally important to my constituents: hundreds of thousands of lives and billions in economic activity are at stake," Durbin wrote to the two agencies.

Local leaders asked for this information months ago, but have yet to get a detailed response. 

It's difficult to understand why the agencies haven't answered. FEMA has been telling metro-east residents that it's as if the levees don't exist. So what information led FEMA to that conclusion?

We're waiting.

Now if Durbin will just add his support to Rep. Jerry Costello's flood map bill. The new maps will decertify the levees and raise insurance rates for hundreds of people. Durbin got FEMA to delay the maps until 2011, but that could be just a five-month reprieve. Costello's bill would give the metro-east at least seven years before the new maps and higher rates take effect. 

