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STAR bonds promise broken

In October, the sponsor of a revamped STAR bonds bill promised it would get a proper vetting. But surprise, surprise, the rush to pass it without giving anyone time to look too closely is happening once again. 

STAR bonds, you may recall, would divert sales tax dollars to help build a mega retail- commercial development in Glen Carbon. Its Senate sponsor, James Clayborne, dubbed it "TIF on steroids."

The bill was rushed through the House and Senate last spring, then mercifully killed by Gov. Pat Quinn's amendatory veto. Now a revised STAR bonds bill is on the agenda. 

Its sponsor, Rep. Tom Holbrook, of Belleville, promised openness and transparency this time around.

"I think it is in the best interest of all parties involved that rather than passing this today or tomorrow, or rush to vote on this, we will bring that back and let the local mayors, local government take a look at it," Holbrook said during the veto session.

Here's what actually is happening. Municipalities didn't get the bill until late last week -- O'Fallon got its copy late Friday morning -- and the bill is set for a hearing in the House Revenue Committee on Monday afternoon. That barely allows local officials enough time to read the bill, much less analyze it and react to it.

The public doesn't even get that detailed a look. The bill wasn't available online as of Friday afternoon, but a spokeswoman for the developer said they hope the bill will be passed by the House and Senate in the next couple weeks.

It's disappointing that Holbrook would allow this rush job. Friday afternoon he said he might delay the hearing till February, but three hours later said he would push forward.

Maybe it's a great bill. But Holbrook promised the mayors a chance to have a look, and he should put this bill on hold until they have adequate time to do so. 

