History of Gateway Connector
October, 30, 1998: 

A single page “Illinois 158 Extension Feasible Study Outline” (files:\mgr1\wpdocs\stc158.doc  BAKERSC”) gives tables of contents for a six section “158 extension feasible study.” 
November 20, 1998: 
“On November 20, 1998 a meeting was held at the office of the District Eight Engineer with Linda Wheeler, the Director of Planning and Programming, Carla Berroyer, Urban Program Planning, Jim Easterly, District Eight Engineer, Tom Seikmann, Project Engineer and Bill Polka, St. Clair County Engineer to discuss the feasibility for a preserved corridor for a right-of-way leading form (sic) I-55 at Troy to Columbia and the Jefferson Barracks Bridge.

“In that meeting it was determined that feasibility studies were first needed...” 
“St. Clair County will contact (Cities of Columbia and Troy) and “request their assistance and participation with this study.  
“The County realizes the importance of this study and how it will prepare us for the 21st century, and therefore by this letter I am indicating our willingness to participate and hereby request that the Department commit to a study to identify a preserved corridor for the ‘Outer belt.’”
  --letter from John Baricevic, Chairman St. Clair County Board to Kirk Brown, IDOT Secretary
December 11, 1998:

John Baricevic, Chairman, St. Clair County Board, wrote to Kirk Brown, IDOT Secretary, reporting on the November 20, 1998 meeting as described above.
January 11, 1999:

Letter from William E. Polka, St. Clair County Engineer, to IDOT Bureau of Urban Program Planning Bureau Chief Carla J. Berroyer, stating that he has met with “officials” from Madison County, City of Troy, Monroe County, and City of Columbia and “they are all in agreement with the proposed study and would be willing participants.”
January 22, 1999:  
Meeting held at IDOT District Office to discuss “Illinois 158 By-Pass” “...due to a request from Chairman Baricevic of St. Clair County proposing a feasibility study of an ‘outer belt’ corridor from I-55/70 at Troy to the Jefferson Barracks Bridge.”

January 25, 1999: 
Memorandum to IDOT Files from “Planning   By: Ron Tedesco” (RT:dc/IL158BP) describing the January 22 meeting, and attached is a single page “Illinois 158 Extension Feasible Study Outline”  dated 10/30/1998 (files:\mgr1\wpdocs\stc158.doc  BAKERSC” ) 
February 19, 1999: 

Letter from Kirk Brown, IDOT Secretary, to John Baricevic thanking him for his December 11, 1998 letter and for a “January 11, 1999 follow-up letter from Mr. William Polka, proposing a feasibility study of an ‘outer belt’ corridor,” agreeing to a study and saying such agreement does not “constitute a commitment to fund additional studies or programs or projects that may be recommended by the study.”  Letter apparently signed March 9, 1999
1999-2001: 
“Feasibility Study” was conducted by IDOT.  

It “showed that a new transportation corridor in Madison, St. Clair and Monroe counties would be needed by 2020...population and employment in the area could increase by as much as 25% by 2020, with traffic volume also increasing by as much as 25%.”  (reported by IDOT in its “Public Informational Meeting invitation November 12, 13, and 19, 2003.)  Report was accepted by the Study Management Group on December 6, 2001.
Late 2002: 
MACTEC Engineering and Consulting, Inc. was selected by IDOT for a GatewayConnector study. 
February 2003:
MACTEC study officially got underway.

August 5, 2003:

Letter to “Dear Neighbor” from Chris Ellerbrake, Richard Ellerbrake, Barbara Hertenstein, Doris Johnson, & Ruth Smith.  “Your property is in danger of being taken by the State of Illinois, which is considering building a new, four-lane limited access highway linking US 7-/40 up at Troy with the Jefferson Barracks Bridge on the south.  The Scott Troy Road is in the center of a ‘study area,’ which is one mile-wide.  The State wants a 400 foot wide corridor to build the road somewhere within this mile-wide study area.”  Neighbors are invited to an August 18 meeting at Katy Cavins Community Center in O’Fallon to discuss this and decide “where to go from here.”

August 28, 2003:
Letter from IDOT’s District Engineer, Mary Lamie, to Barbara Hertenstein thanking her for her comments on the “GatewayConnector study.”  Ms. Lamie describes the public “informational meetings” in Columbia, Troy, and Belleville (SWIC) regarding the GC “study,” the purpose of which “is to identify and protect a corridor for the future transportation needs of the Metro East.  While it is not known at this time exactly where the corridor could be located, the study team will soon begin the process of developing alternative alignments (potential corridor locations); within the study area.”
September 11, 2003:

Letter to Richard Ellerbrake from Mary Lamie responding to 57 questions submitted by citizens.  Some answers are cryptic, others more detailed.  “Please note that a number of questions and responses leave room for interpretation, this is the best we can do without discussion.”
October 6, 2003:

Email to Stop158 Website from Sarah L. Wiszkon, ESIT Jr. Geotech Engineer, IDOT, District 8, Materials: “IL 158 is not a firm commitment yet – all we are doing is proposing an idea.  We are required to solicit public input and will try to accommodate all requests, but in the end, the request of no road what-so-ever can not be taken into effect.”

November 12, 13, and 19, 2003:
IDOT holds “second public informational meetings for GatewayConnector Protection Study....your input will help the study team determine the best location for the final protected corridor alignment.”

January 2005:

MACTEC publishes “Gateway Connector Corridor Protection Report Madison, St. Clair and Monroe Counties”
March 9, 2005:
IDOT approved the maps on March 9, 2005.
March 2005:
The maps were filed on March 11, 2005, in Madison and Monroe counties, and March 14, 2005, in St. Clair County.
January 24, 2006:
IDOT letter “To Whom It May Concern” stating that it is doing field survey work for the Gateway Connector” and that “Survey parties...expect to be working on your land...and requests that the survey stakes and aerial targets not be removed...authority to perform such surveys and right of way entry on private property is granted to the Department and its agents under the Roads and Bridges Law as (sic) Chapter 605, Act 5/4,Section 503 of the Illinois Complied Statutes.”

June 11, 2008:
Letter from Milton Sees, IDOT Secretary to Stop158: Citizens for Smart Growth, “...the department still considers the Gateway Connector to be a viable project.  The current plan is to move the project forward to the Preliminary Engineering Phase (Phase 1) as soon as funding is made available.”

IDOT’s website says, as of January 2010: : 
“The next phase of study, a Location and Environmental Study (Phase I) will evaluate a variety of options - including the “no build” option - in order to determine the most appropriate improvements for the anticipated population and traffic growth.  The Phase I study could find that improvements to existing routes, increased mass transit, or other alternatives would solve transportation needs better than a new roadway facility.  It is possible that future studies and design could result in further modifications of the corridor.  Any such future revisions would most likely be minor shifts and would not mean that entirely new corridor options would be created. 

“Design and land acquisition (Phase II) and construction will follow the Phase I study.  Funding for Phase I is included in Governor Blagojevich’s Opportunity Returns (OR) Program.  Funding for the remaining phases is not included in the FY 2005-2011 Proposed Highway Improvement Program.  This project will be monitored and considered for inclusion in future programs.  Construction is not likely for 10 to 15 years and depends on future funding. 

“Although IDOT has the ability to acquire property following the filing of the Corridor Protection map, it is not expected that IDOT would begin the right-of-way acquisition process until after approval of the Location and Environmental Study (Phase I).
“Property owners within the corridor are not prohibited from using their property as they wish.  The corridor protection statute spells out the process that IDOT and property owners must follow. 

“If and when IDOT needs to acquire property, its value will be determined at the time of purchase, not at the time the corridor was recorded.  Property value is not "frozen" at the time of corridor protection.  Proximity to a transportation corridor is not likely to depress property values because the property will most likely be used as it is today, even after being protected. 
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