COLLINSVILLE

A famﬂla,r fundmg hunt fo fcr Lebann Road

- By Chris Coates.
CC(}ATE’S@YDEERJ_OURNAL coM-. .

~ They held 'meetings,
chatted with residents
and crafteéd g preliminaty
blueprint; but now Madi-
son. Coudity officials are
facing ‘4 familiar road-
block in theif long plans
to fzx ) ]arnng section of

lane. east of the city. The
goalis fo straighten turns

stz_-‘eet,

¥ ween Spring
Street. near Downtown
Collinsville - and Scott-
Troy Road.

Stahlhut and engineers
last year developed sever-
al options for expanding
the street and removing
a tight railroad underpass
near Atnotti Lane where
accidents “are common.
Public meetings were
held in May, but the pro-
posal has mostly stalled
since then.

So far, the County
Board has not approved

"any . additional cash for
the final design. The
county, like most area
municipal agencies, has
been forced to lay off
workers and slice expens-
es a3 less money comes in
fromtaxes. -

Stahlhit said planners
are looking for ways. to
pay for a consulfant who
will hash out a final de-
sign. They're hoping the
Mlinois. Commerce Com=
missign and fedetal gov-
ernment will pay for some
of the fixes, although it’s
unclear’ if or when that
cash will arrive. Know-
ing what money is in the
pipeline will help deter-
mine the full scope of the

a busy

2 void of -

s o’:‘h?ﬁsu;'ﬂ'. :
Untmstmg
" Lebanon Road

Problems: Six-mile st
east of Collinsville has
several jarring furns and--
narrow underpasses
The plans: Widen the .
street, relocate train tracks
and soften some curves
What's holding it up: A
void of funding for con-
struction, which may cost
upto $20 million

project. .

“Before we can do any-

thing; we have to get an

idea of how much it will
cost,” Stahlhut said.

Sandra Prost lives off
Lebanon and has been
following the process
closely. Lately, though,
nothing seems to be hap-
pening, even as the street
continues to present dan-
gers, “They've said fund-
ing has always been the
issue,” she said.

The price tag could
clock in at around $20
million once construction
wraps, according to early
estimates, Work is still at
least four years away,

The most complicated -

element — relocating the

Arnotti. bridge and de-.
molishing several homes
= will probably cost the -
‘most and ifivolvé signifi- -
cant work- with line op- -

erator. CSX-Corp. Stahl-
hut said the county is also
negotiating with property
OWRETS.

Collinsville Township
is expected to pick up
the bridge tab, with the
county providing some

One of several 90- degre_e turﬁs '

street has stalled.

additional cash, he said.

Township Highway
Commissioner Larry
Trucano and.  Supervi-

could not be reached for
this story, township of-

fice workers said. Truca-

no is also a County Board

‘member,

Were .- will also chip in fonding.:
out of town last weekand -

FILE P
-i_ebanon Road outside Collmsvrfle A p!an to fix the twi

Prost, therésident, s
she’s also been forced
wait — something re

-dentsalong Lebanon h
_ --gatten used to.

For now, Stahihut said . “If .you live on
it’s a waiting game for the' road)” she said, *
county portion. *“That’s’ know how to deal %
what we have to look for,” those lssues.”
he said.

‘Jarvis Township, which
makes wup the . eastern
section of Lebanon Road,.

w



