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Dailey has sights set on ballot

By Jamie Forsythe
Progress Staff Writer 

Deena Dailey is on a mission to get on the November ballot as an independent candidate for state representative District 102, which encompasses seven counties, including part of O'Fallon in St. Clair County.

The Troy resident has never ran for office but said she always had a desire to. "I always wanted to run for office and I thought this was a good time, because people are really tired of politics as usual," Dailey said.

Dailey, who is currently not employed, is focusing all her efforts on her push to get on the ballot. She must obtain enough signatures from registered voters residing in District 102 to secure a spot. "It's really been difficult, because independent candidates are required to collect 3,000 signatures of registered voters by June 21," she said.

Dailey began her efforts in late March once she declared her statement of candidacy and statement of economic interests, which are both required by the state. She also had to organize individuals to assist her in her efforts. Currently, she has three paid individuals helping gather signatures in addition to friends and family members.

Dailey enjoys canvassing and meeting residents. "It's been a lot of fun," she said. "I've enjoyed every minute of it. I love talking to people and listening to their concerns."

After talking to O'Fallon residents, Dailey said she learned people are concerned about the cuts being made at local schools as a result of the state’s budget crunch.

Dailey is involved in a number of organizations including Stop 158.org, which she described as an "organization of homeowners along Troy-O'Fallon Road and along (Illinois Route) 158 concerned about the Gateway Connector that has been proposed by the Department of Transportation."

She resides along Highway 40 in Troy. Dailey said she advocates for "smart growth," where communities think ahead and consider what projects cost taxpayers. She also said she worries about the overuse of tax increment financing districts and eminent domain.

Dailey is also involved in the United Congregations of the Metro-East, which is a group of church members who talk to legislators about low-income housing, health care and minority hiring, and she contributes to Project COPE, which helps former inmates get on their feet.

Her father, Roy Poulos, served as an alderman in Granite City and a precinct committee man for almost 50 years. "He was a great role model for me," Dailey said. "I consider him to be a real civil servant. He really helped people in his ward and tried to make Granite City a better place."

Dailey, 59, also wanted to run, because she's not in favor of Governor Pat Quinn's push for tax increases. "I think tax increases really hurt senior citizens on fixed incomes," she said. "I think there's a lot of belt tightening that can be done. Now’s the time to have people in there with good common sense that can work with all kinds of people," she added.

If Dailey gets on the November ballot, she'll be facing incumbent Ron Stephens. "I don't know Ron Stephens very well, but he always votes on the party line that kind of bothers me," Dailey said. "I would vote my conscious and not be held to one party."

She considers District 102 as "small town America. We need to safeguard small town communities," Dailey said, "and I think I can do that."

Dailey believes she possesses the skills necessary to be a state representative. "Working with legislators made me realize I can do what they do," she said. "I know how government works and the process works, and I have the skills they (legislators) have. I know how to study bills and I know how to make decisions for people in my district," she continued. "I'm well educated about issues and I think I can contribute maybe things they (legislators) can't."

The Granite City native has a bachelor's and a master's degree in education from Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. 

Dailey has a diverse employment history. She started her career teaching junior and senior high school students in Granite City for 10 years before going to work at the Madison Juvenile Detention Center in Edwardsville. 

From there, she moved to adult probation where she supervised ex-convicts in Madison County specializing in sex offenders and DUIs for 16 years. Then she worked as a policy advocate for the Juvenile Justice Initiative in Springfield where she talked to legislators about offering child offenders alternatives to incarceration.

"It kind of was a natural progression, because I got to work with kids at the front end of the juvenile justice system so they didn’t end up in adult jails," Dailey said.

The organization eventually helped former Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich create the Department of Juvenile Justice. "I like to think I had a small part in setting some of the ground work with legislators for that," Dailey said.

Most recently, she worked for the National Alliance on Mental Illness in St. Louis as a project director for Partners in Crisis, which focuses upon trying to get services for people with chronic mental illness.

Dailey has been married for more than 30 years to her husband, Frank, who works has a truck driver. The couple has two grown daughters, Darla and Lydia, and one grandson, Isaac, 3.

For more information about Dailey, contact her directly at 667-7831 or e-mail dldjub@aol.com.
