Monday, May. 17, 2010

Expert: O'Fallon needs new east-west traffic artery

Would help proposed I-64 interchange

BY SCOTT WUERZ - News-Democrat 

O'FALLON -- Revisions to the city's master plan call for miles of new roads to be built to capitalize on plans for a new Interstate 64 interchange and help traffic flow better to the northeast quadrant of O'Fallon.

Lee Cannon, of Crawford, Bunte and Brammeier Traffic and Transportation Engineers, told city leaders a new east-west traffic artery, an Interstate 64 frontage road and connections to Lebanon are needed to help O'Fallon develop mostly rural land near a planned new interchange near Rieder Road on I-64.

"Top priorities include finding a solution to the lack of a good east-west connector and to improve the roads already in the northeast corridor," Cannon said. "Rieder Road, where the proposed new interchange would tie in, is only 1 1/2 cars wide north of that area." 

But Cannon said the road network that could be installed in the area is limited by challenging topography complete with hills, creeks and flood zones.

No cost estimate was give for the work, which City Administrator Walter Denton described more as a conceptual plan than a blueprint.

"The primary purpose of the plan is to indicate general areas where transportation corridors will be needed as O'Fallon develops," Denton said. "As developers consider improvements, we will have this plan to show them where major roads are to go, and they can plan accordingly."

While the work won't likely start for years, Denton said it is important to have plans in place before development starts to make sure building happens in a way that makes sense for business and for the city and its residents.

"It is important to do the plan now before development occurs so we will have some control when developers are ready to build," Denton said. "We conducted a similar transportation study a few years ago in the northwestern quadrant of the city, and it was very helpful for developers as they built subdivisions along Milburn School Road."

The I-64 interchange, which is being pursued by St. Clair County, is expected to cost about $15 million to build and would be located north of MidAmerica St. Louis Airport and Scott Air Force Base near mile marker 21 on I-64. It's part of an bigger $59.1 million proposed project that would include improvements to Interstate 64, Rieder Road from Scott Air Force Base to U.S. 50 and the Cardinal Creek gate at the base, according to St. Clair County Highway Department Engineer Darrell Cates.

IDOT has set aside $28.2 million of the cost through its Aeronautics Transportation Improvement Program, and Scott Air Force Base has budgeted $2.3 million for the gate's improvements. That leaves $28.6 million of the project unfunded.

The City Council approved the changes to the master plan last week. 

Comments

richarde wrote on 5/29/2010 11:37:16 PM: 

A Rieder Road interchange would push O'Fallon development further east, hurting the core community and the areas now vacant. Even if we had the money, this would be a bad way to spend it. The agricultural land should be preserved. Adding miles of roads to an area that already has more than its share is a mistake. The Master Plan needs reworking to focus on a different set of values than the old, outmoded ones. Smart growth is incompatible with this interchange. And rolla 1 is wrong on his facts: the truth is, the air force has said Scott's presence doesn't depend on Mid-America Airport.

vonmunchen wrote on 5/18/2010 8:34:57 AM: 

The justification always seems to be "we have to build this to save Scott AFB." 
If we didn't build MidAmerica, we would have lost Scott AFB. If we don't build this new interchange, we will lose Scott AFB. 
This excuse is worn-out. When does this excessive government spending stop?

realthaught wrote on 5/18/2010 1:49:34 AM: 

All of us that live in the area know how bad traffic movement is during rush hours. This is not a build it and they will come. Scott AFB is getting another 3000 jobs added to the base plus the 2000 added in the last 2 years. Scott and O'Fallon are both pushing this because the want the added businesses routes and access point. Scott owns a lot of the land out side of their peremeter fencing due to the Mid America Expnaion, they have plans for 4-5 major facilities to be build in the cardinal creek area. They are not going to build until they have the I-64 infastructure secured for the new gate. They want to bring 2000 more jobs that are not on the books yet.

baicas wrote on 5/17/2010 11:14:59 PM: 

I live in this area, and I think O'Fallon needs to stop...they do not need to expand any further, they need to leave the eco-system alone, and quit building on every piece of land. We need more rural farmland, not more box stores, and mini-malls. They are destroying everything that is nice about the area.

TheGOPisToast wrote on 5/17/2010 9:15:18 PM: 

Now O'Fallon is going to have FOUR I-64 exits?!? This is so typical of this area: BAD PLANNING. Sure, go ahead and give developers carte blanche to build whatever the heck they want, but then think of the roadway infrastructure AFTER the fact? And of course, they still haven't widened Frank Scott… which is another EAST/WEST corridor. Yes, O'Fallon, we should build anything you guys want. It's our job to ENRICH you.

rolla1 wrote on 5/17/2010 8:04:52 PM: 

How can everyone who knows nothing keep complaining about Mid-America Airport. If we didn't have Mid-America Airport, we would have lost Scott Air Force Base which would have made Belleville a ghost town. Mid-America I'M GLAD YOU ARE HERE! It would be mighty lonely without the Scott AIR FORCE BASE here!

vonmunchen wrote on 5/17/2010 7:52:31 PM: 

Is this proposed interchange another example of build it and they will come? We’ve seen how well this worked out for MidAmerica airport.

flowergardener2 wrote on 5/17/2010 5:17:30 PM: 

I support the proposed East-West extension, especially from N.7 Hills Rd to Scott-Troy Rd -- it will take the pressure off other roads -- just be sure to make long turn lanes & perhaps reduce the speed to 45mph. If little pots of money can be gathered, then start buying the land.

BND_Blogger wrote on 5/17/2010 4:47:29 PM: 

It took an "expert" to tell them what needs to be done? Where do I stand in line to get paid a ton of money to state the obvious? It's amazing that any planning is being done. That's not normal for O'Fallon.

BushidoBlade wrote on 5/17/2010 3:14:36 PM: 

The Interchange to Nowhere built right next to the Airport to Nowhere. The Fleecing of America continues in St. Clair County and the 12th Congressional District. When does this madness end?

schnitzelbeer wrote on 5/17/2010 2:49:20 PM: 

Bushi, doesn't appear to be enough room to squeeze in Choktaw between the airportand and 64, in order to get to exit23. An then, the entryway would be much too close to the overpass, much like Greenmount and Central Park Rd is at the moment.

lebanonNative wrote on 5/17/2010 2:18:16 PM: 

this is dumb, and not needed

vonmunchen wrote on 5/17/2010 12:28:42 PM: 

Wouldn't it make more sense to develop at the existing Exit 23 outside of the flight path and right at the entrance to Mid-America airport? There is plenty of room to expand at this existing interchange. Doesn't Lebanon control the area north and Mascoutah the area south of I-64 at this interchange? This would seem to benefit these two communities and provide an equal benefit to St. Clair County and Mid-America airport. A Rieder Road interchange makes no practical sense except to benefit some politically connected land owners in this area. The BND should investigate this aspect of the story.

gus wrote on 5/17/2010 11:49:02 AM: 

In my honest opinion, all the city leaders unnecesarily push for growth that is not needed to sustain perpetuity. Every city leader use grants and state matching funds like kids in a candy store. These funds are taxes collected from the masses and should be used in a more responsible manner. 
I believe that if I went to a city hall meeting to air my complaints, my voice would be heard but I would influence nothing.

scaupmaster wrote on 5/17/2010 11:35:55 AM: 

Sounds like a WASTE of money to me. BND, do some real investigative reporting and find out who owns the land around that proposed interchange that is NOT needed. I think a lot of people are curious to find out who will be reaping all the benefits of this.

TODDONE wrote on 5/17/2010 11:34:33 AM: 

Another problem is the jurisdiction of St. Clair County and O'Fallon, in regards to road maintenance. Example: O'Fallon-Troy road. LOTS of expensive houses (Crowne Point, Steeplechase, etc.) and only difference between that road NOW and 20 years ago, is the yellow line down the middle. O'Fallon can't maintain it because it's a county road. This sounds like another example of something that sounds good, but should be lower on the list of priorities for the county and O'Fallon....

gus wrote on 5/17/2010 10:14:44 AM: 

Q: How much did the study by Crawford, Bunte, Brammeier Traffic and Transportation Engineers cost? 
A: Who cares, money grows on trees. Just ask Ofallon city leaders.

Professor wrote on 5/17/2010 9:11:10 AM: 

Just another scam to get taxpayers to build a road in the middle of nowhere so developers can reap the benefits. St. Clair County business as usual.

Speedy62269 wrote on 5/17/2010 9:05:33 AM: 

The problem is O'Fallon should have prepared for this when they had around 16,000 residents. They have grown too fast for their infrastructure and there is NOTHING that can be done to diminish the congestive havoc.

Any roads built near O'Fallon should be 5 lane (like 159 between Fairview Heights and Edwardsville) in order to help alleviate traffic flow problems. Frank Scott Pkwy needs widened to 5 lanes also.

BushidoBlade wrote on 5/17/2010 7:45:47 AM: 

This story is just a rehash of the same story published on April 19th. 

"Dreams of a new business district? O'Fallon covets I-64 interchange near Scott" BY SCOTT WUERZ

http://www.bnd.com/2010/04/19/1221261/ofallon-covets-a-new-interchange.html

Why is this ill conceived and wasteful plan being pushed by O'Fallon, St. Clair County, Rep. Costello's Congressional district, the State of Illinois and the BND? Follow the money and investigate who owns the property at this proposed interchange and who stands to gain financially. Stop reporting press releases and do some real investigative reporting.

schnitzelbeer wrote on 5/17/2010 7:33:36 AM: 

Why not develop rt 50 between O'Fallon and Lebanon? Not much going on there now.

BushidoBlade wrote on 5/17/2010 7:32:07 AM: 

Wherry Road from IL-158 leads right into the Cardinal Creek Gate at Scott AFB. Expand Chocktaw Road along the perimeter of I-64 to Exit 23 and you're set. Now you have access to the Cardinal Creek gate from either Exit 19 or Exit 23 without the expense of an unneeded interchange at Exit 21. There are more worthy locations for an interchange in the Metro-East.

schnitzelbeer wrote on 5/17/2010 7:29:45 AM: 

Not every destination in Shiloh requires Greenmount access. Granted, there is a HUGE failure on the part of the townships to make Greenmount a 4 lane from Frank Scott Parkway to Mascoutah Ave

BushidoBlade wrote on 5/17/2010 7:24:59 AM: 

"The I-64 interchange would be located north of MidAmerica St. Louis Airport and Scott Air Force Base near mile marker 21 on I-64."
++++
This area lies right off the end of Mid-America runway 32R. If St. Clair County sticks with the same rational for denying the permit plans for converting the old Purina Mills coupon redemption center at 9711 Fuesser Road in Mascoutah into an international bazaar, then this interchange plan should be dead on arrival. Exit 23 offers all the same opportunities for development and growth outside of the runway flight path. If this doesn’t benefit O’Fallon, too bad!

“Officials at nearby Scott Air Force Base objected to Shahpari's bazaar plans. Their rationale: Air Force rules prohibit developments that attract large numbers of people from being located near air base runways. Such enterprises pose too great a hazard to public safety in the event of an airplane crash, according to the Air Force's Joint Land Use Study regulations, or JLUS.”

doodirty84 wrote on 5/17/2010 7:03:35 AM: 

O'Fallon's congestion problems near I64 are minimal compared to those of Shiloh. This town has overdeveloped and there was no planning put into it. I would not want a house in Shiloh because of the traffic headache on Greenmount.

