Eminent domain may be needed for part of the Ill. 159 project in Collinsville

Friday, Jun. 25, 2010

BY ELIZABETH DONALD - News-Democrat 

tool name

close 

tool goes here 

COLLINSVILLE -- While bids go out for the first phase of the Illinois 159 renovation project, eminent domain is likely to be needed for part of the second phase through the Main Street area.

The three-stage project will widen and straighten Illinois 159 from the Brooks Catsup Bottle north past Sts. Peter & Paul Church. It requires part or all of 220 properties, ranging from a few feet trimmed off a lawn to the removal of the UMB Bank building on Main Street.

Bids were let on June 11 for construction on the southern section, beginning south of the catsup bottle and stopping just short of Main Street. Project engineer Cheryl Kepler said officials expect construction to begin in late August, depending on utility relocations and other hurdles. "It's going very well so far," she said. "It's all on schedule and moving along as planned." 

In the middle section, however, there are 16 properties affected and not all have agreed to sell to the state. Mike Myler with the Illinois Department of Transportation said of the 16, nine have signed, one is still negotiating and six have been referred for condemnation.

Of those, he anticipates five of the six will likely be resolved out of court. "Sometimes it's an item on the title that we can't clear without a judge's order, sometimes it's due to liens on the property," he said.

But sometimes it's a difference of opinion between the landowner and the state on the value of the property. The appraisers on both sides will make their case before a jury, which then decides on fair compensation. In the meantime, the owner is paid what the state offers, and if the jury comes back with a higher amount, the state pays interest on the difference, Myler said.

"I think it's a pretty fair system for the parcel owner and for the state, to allow 12 peers to decide the true value," Myler said.

He declined to identify which properties were still outstanding, but said the bank was not one of them; they've agreed on a settlement and it is relocating its operations. "The bank is a big part of this project, obviously, since we're taking out the entire building and putting a road through there," Myler said.

Having six out of 16 go to court is "higher than our average," Myler said, but added that it is not unusual to have "friendly condemnations, where it's not an adversarial situation." 

The southern section will cost approximately $14.3 million, including land acquisition, though exact amounts are not available until bids come in. Funding for the project's first two phases was included in last year's state capital bill. Funding for the third section has not yet been achieved, Kepler said. 

Contact reporter Elizabeth Donald at edonald@bnd.com or 659-0985.



Read more: http://www.bnd.com/2010/06/25/1308138/eminent-domain-may-be-needed-for.html#ixzz0s1LmLKF0
