v OEING'S deci-

) sion to create

. 75 jobs at Mid-

S America is great
news; but let’s not get

o too cartied aviay.

- US. ‘Rep. John
hlmkus went so far as

to say Boemg S présence

- justifies MidAmerica
~ - Airport’s existence.
© “Thisis the return on
- that investment,” he
told local leaders “And
I salute you for that dar-

- ing investment you
i made years ago.”

- But the eurporf;'ls run:
. ning’$5 million a year in

. annual losses 12 years

- - after it opened. The 75

- jobs and the yet-to-be
. determined rent proba-

G blywontbalance the
" books. . -

"+ MidAmerica also o
o helped keep ScottAn- _
- Force Base open, but

that hasn’t stemmed the
airport’s ongoing fosses
either. _

The question re-
mains: How does St. .
Clair County stop the
airport’s ﬁna‘ncial bleed-
ing?

' Caunty offimais claim
they’re still focused on
cargo flights, but how:
would that work? They
just ended the flower
shipments, which were
supposed to be the cata-
Iyst for developing car-
o operations, to turn,
over the warehouse to
Boeirig. Are they going
to store cargo in the gor-
geous, mostly nnused
passenger terminal?

No, building another
warehouse at taxpayer
€xpense on cargo specu-
lation should not be an
option,
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