! n_)ber who is a longtime critic of MidAmerica
t. Louis Airport said he would

upport a second warehouse at .
- the airport, but only if a iong- Qﬁﬁwm
: _-term deal is inked to ensure reg- 2@ Comment on
“ular air cargo flights from Chi- this story

-"na_t take place.

‘build a sécond warehouse at MidAmerica after an

“MD-11 cargo plane from China landed in a test
T last Week
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“-County leaders are consxdemg whether to
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. “We'd have to put a re-

éliy-'sharp pencil on: the
paper to see what would
happen as far as payback

‘on scmething like: that,”

said St. Clair.- County
Board member Craig Hub-

. bard, R-OFallon, a long-

time critic of the airport’s
management, “T would
support it if there was a
way of showing we had a
long-term contract.”

Five years ago, the

county spent $8 million,

with 90 percent coming
from -the federal govern-
ment, to build.a 50,000

square-foot warehouse to.

handle air cargo. Two
years ago, it spent another

. $3 million for refrigeration

units and other special-
ized equipment to handle
flowers flown up each
week from South America.

But 10 days ago, the

“county’s Public' Building

Commission signed a deal
with The Boeing Co. that
gave it exclusive control of
the warchouse, Boeing an-
nounced its plans to open
an assembly plant at the
warehouse with an invest-
ment of $10 million, creat-
ing up to 75 joubs, by early
nextyear.

County Board Chair-
man Mark Kern begun
tatking about the possibijl-
ity of a second warehouse
being built to support
mase air traffic from Asia

in the wake of Sky Lease

Cargo. landing one of its
MID-11 cargo planes at the

teady has _
worth, crediting it with

au‘port

The county expects
reguiar -air- cargo service
from Asia to MidAmerica
to . begin in:the fourth
quarter of 2010, according
to a tews release issued by
an airport spokeswomati,

Kern did ‘pot. retutn
calls secking cummen+ for
this article.

But Kern told The Aq' the warehouse was being '

sociated Press on Friday
that plans for a new ware-
house expansion at Mid-
America would rest on the

airport’s ability {o seal the

deal with China for a new
trade route. - _

. Kern said the airport al-
proven _ its

helping encourage an in-
dependent federal com-
mission’s décision in 2005
to Keep the adjacent Scott
Air Force Base open. Mi-
dAmerica and the air hase
share a runway.
Taxpayers pay for the
i2-year-old airport, which
today lacks any passenger
airlines or air cargo carri-
ers, and whose passenger

terminal stands empty.

© MidAmerica continues
to lose more than $5 mil-
lion annually, a deficit that
taxpayers cover with gen-

eral revenue money.
Aviation expert Pete
Zamoyski, of Miami, Fla.,
said he doubts regular air
service with Asia — or
anywhere ¢lse overseas —
can begin until the county
has use of another ware-

house: ‘
© Without an available

ook &t
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Warehouse “that’s Kmd of
a problem if they dont -
haveany place for. (the

Us: Customs Bureau) to

“everything,”

Zamoyskl said. “Because-if

“there' is. no: warehouse,
then wherearethey going -

to deliver cargo that’s go—

“ing outbound?” . -

Until the end of }ul'y

ieased to a firm that was.

coordinating the impofta-
tion of flowers from South -

America and their distri-
bution to St Loms ami_
across the Midwest.

But the Public Bmldmg

Commission three’ weeks L

ago notified the firm’ the :

deal was off and the ware- '

house would be going { to a
bhigger tenant,
turned out to be Boemg
The air trade route
with Asia was supposed to
be the second half of thé -
equation . involving -the

. flowers from South Amer-

ica, ie.,.. Asian goods

would be off-doaded onto

the planes headed back to
South America. -
Now that the fhghfs _
from South America have -
ended, it makes no senige’
to fly in cargo from Asta

without an avajlable ware— T

house, Zamoyski said.” :
“Somebody screwedup
somewhere,” he said. s

‘Contact mporter Mzke i ‘

Fitzgerald-at.- o
sztzgemld@bnd com ,or

2393-2533.
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