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Columbia, Ill. Named "Playful City USA"
[bookmark: _GoBack]For the second year in a row, the city of Columbia, Ill. has been named a Playful City USA - once again, the only city to be so recognized in the St. Louis metropolitan area.
Playful City USA is a national recognition program honoring cities and towns across the nation committed to taking action for play. Columbia was selected, in part, for its deployment of the popular Park Pal program--cited as a national "best practice"--as well as for the strong supporting role of the community's nine-member Play Commission.
Each of the 2010 Playful City USA communities has demonstrated creative commitment to the cause of play in the areas of quantity, quality and access. Quantity relates to the number of usable, open playspaces; quality involves subjective factors that encourage repeated use and make playspaces engaging, exciting, interesting and fun. Access entails the ability to get to a playspace (roads, trails) and a lack of barriers to the playspace (cost, safety, traffic, locked gates, equity).
Playful City USA celebrates and highlights these unique initiatives developed by communities across the country. A primary goal of Playful City USA is to encourage cities and towns to share creative ideas, concepts and programs in an effort to increase play opportunities for children.
*******************************
In national news...
Could General Stores Reduce Car Trips in the Suburbs?
Belinda Lanks details architect Frank Ruchala's scheme to bring general stores back into America's residential areas. He believes "a general store could work just as well in a (suburban) subdivision as it did in small villages a hundred years ago."
Under the scheme, everyday amenities would be "shoehorned into an existing building such as a pool house, and an added porch would create space for socializing." It would provide basic groceries, stamps and recycling facilities, all within a five minute walk.
9The team estimates that the average 500-unit subdivision would save approximately 45,000 gallons of oil per year if such a plan was implemented. But current zoning prohibits retail in such residential areas.
Read the full story at www.metropolismag.com/story/20090513/the-suburban-general-store. Source: Metropolis Magazine
