Citizens for Smart Growth

Solving problems that don’t exist
by Richard Skillings

Governing bodies at all levels feel obligated to provide
their constituents something tangible—mostly so they can get
reelected. All too often, however, these things are not needed
but are just nice to have so long as someone else pays for
them.

So it is with MidAmerica airport in St. Clair County, the
“bridge to nowhere” in Alaska, a welcome center along IL 15
in Belleville, and now a new Mississippi River bridge.

Are you surprised a few elected officials have proposed
the Gateway Connector? Stop158: Citizens for Smart Growth
proposes to cancel that highway construction project and
divert the tax dollars to work that is necessary.
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A detailed analysis of the pertinent facts shows
unequivocally that the Gateway Connector is not needed
and, if built, will be more of a danger than a benefit to the
region.

When politicians refuse to correct their opinions in the
face of overwhelming evidence it must mean something.
Either they willingly ignore facts or they have a motive that
supersedes objective assessment. The Gateway Connector is
purely a jobs program — a way to ensure the construction
trades high employment even though new construction never
yields sustainable jobs. A much better solution is the
maintenance of existing infrastructure which does provide
long-term employment and improves quality of life.

“Build it and they will come” is alive in Illinois. Perhaps
that’s why Illinois is near the top in per capita spending on
highway construction and among those states in the deepest
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Regional population growth

by Richard Skillings

The US Census Bureau released statewide and
countywide data from the 2010 census earlier this year.
Noteworthy are two facts directly bearing on the Gateway
Connector: (1) St. Clair county—where roughly 33 of the 41
miles of the Gateway Connector is planned—had a net
decrease in population for the 40-year period 1970- 2010;
and (2) Tiny Monroe county had virtually all the growth in
the region.

Those trying to justify the Gateway Connector used 1995
as the baseline date for population. (The study group could
have used 2000 census data, but that baseline had higher
population numbers which would have lowered the percent
of growth they projected.) They projected population growth
in St. Clair County to be 23% by the year 2020. We now
have data for the first 15 years of the 25-year projection and
find that the growth rate was 4% for the period. Not only
was the study group optimistic by a factor of six, but ignored
the fact that it is 5% BELOW the 1970 level. This provides
an indication of the credibility of the study’s conclusions.

The group also projected employment to grow 19%
during the same 25-year period (1995 — 2020). Since 2000,
employment in St. Clair County has remained constant at
93,900. Madison County employment actually declined 7%
during the decade. During the same period, unemployment
went up in both counties, primarily because of the current
recession.  Yet again, the study group’s employment
projections were wildly optimistic.

Population chan
for 3 county ade:
Increase of 17,3

sorpN 1
0.08% annual

growth rate!

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity expects the growth rate in St. Clair County to
remain less than 0.1% until at least 2030. In other words,
state officials expect the region will have NO growth for the
next generation, and most likely beyond.

There are good reasons to believe the region will not
grow. While births are greater than deaths here, many
people move away, especially those graduating from college
or retiring. College graduates tend to follow jobs and
businesses which are leaving. Southwestern Bell went to
Texas, McDonnell Douglas and Anheuser Busch were sold,
Boatman’s and Mercantile banks ceased operations, and
TWA and Ozark went bankrupt. The list goes on. Retirees
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Solving problems that don’t exist
financial hole.

In this article and in future newsletters, we will evaluate the
trends in travel, in the economy, and in “environmental
enhancement,” each cited to justify the Gateway Connector
project in 2001. It will become clear that the study got it
wrong; that the Gateway Connector project should be cancelled,
and its protected corridor eliminated.

the study group said more miles driven will “improve air
quality” and “preserve natural resources.”  Further, the
study concluded that any environmental issue could be
handled, and therefore, there were no “fatal flaws” in
building the Gateway Connector.

Travel. There are four angles to consider—capacity,
population growth, social activity, and safety. Each
contributes to a decision on road work.

The Gateway Connector won’t bring the region out of non-
attainment with air quality standards; it won’t preserve
farmland, cemeteries, or homes; and it won’t save any
species.

Capacity. IDOT’s own data shows that along IL158 and
Scott-Troy Road actual vehicles per day (vpd) are well below
current capacity. 1-255, which already joins Troy to Columbia,
has a vpd of less than half its capacity. New subdivisions north
of O’Fallon have not altered the equation, though the connector
study group insisted they would.

Population growth. The 2010 census showed that
population in the 3-county area where the Gateway Connector
is to be placed remained nearly constant for the last 40 years.

Illinois demographers rightly project that there
ill be NO population growth over the next 20

CEIEMSprawl, which Gateway Connector proponents must
rely on to justify their position, is, in fact, diminishing. It is
obvious that without many, many more people, new capacity is
unnecessary.

Social activity. The price of gas is up and travel is down.
People move closer together, and suburbs give way to
downtown lofts and housing along public transit. More people
are working four-day weeks and others are working from home;
community planners are designing mixed use neighborhoods
with green space which eliminates some of the need to drive
long distances.

Safety. High-speed systems have more fatal, serious, and
expensive accidents than do local roads. Because they are more
well-traveled, proponents of the Gateway Connector will say
that such an arterial is “safer” than a local road. That’s only
true in terms of accidents per mile driven—a dubious statistic,
on which build decisions should not be made.

Economy. There’s a claim that the Gateway Connector will
stimulate new economic activity, but that’s been disproven by
the St. Louis Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPQO), East
West Gateway Council Of Governments (EWGCOGQG).
EWGCOG showed that more than $2.5 billion in government
spending stimulated NO new net activity in the greater St.
Louis area, including the MetroEast. All it did was move
economic activity around. It’s intuitive that unless everyone
suddenly makes more money or the population grows
significantly, positive economic activity will not occur. Neither
of those will occur anytime soon. But, if it does change, then
we should let our descendants decide whether a Gateway
Connector is what they want to buy with their earnings.

Environment. The Gateway Connector study - paid for
with tax dollars - stated flatly that building the Gateway
Connector would harm the environment. But if you ask the
elected officials about its impact, they will say that it’s good for
the environment. How can they lie so unabashedly? Because

In future issues, we intend to present more detailed
data and comments on these topics.

The Gateway Connector is a waste of money, it’ll harm
our quality of life, and it’s not even a good public works
project. &

Contributions to support Ny
and this newsletter can be mailed to:
STOP158
PO Box 330
Troy, lllinois 62294
Or visit our web site www.stop158.org and
contribute securely on line. &

Demand grows for housing that's
smaller and closer, but still private

The demands of the housing market are shifting to
smaller homes that are in denser locations and closer to
jobs, according to a new survey from the National
Association of Realtors.

Writing for The Atlantic, Richard Florida digs through
the 2011 Community Preference Survey and finds a shift
away from the exurban mega homes of the pre-crash era.

"The ideal home today is located closer to the workplace
and mass transportation and in a neighborhood that's
denser and mixed use, with amenities and businesses--
parks, pharmacies, grocery stores, doctors offices, schools,
restaurants--that can be walked to.”

“But what | find so interesting and sort of counter-
intuitive is how this new American dream smacks against
the old dichotomy of city and suburb. Americans may be
willing to settle for smaller, they may prefer denser
development, but they still relish their privacy. They want
a detached house with its own walls and a yard."

Read the full story at http://xrl.us/bjvixw. Full Story:
The New American Dream: Denser, Smaller, Closer, But
Still Private. Source: Planetizen Newswire, April 18,
2011. &

Excerpted from the Local Government Briefings published by EWGCOG

lllinois is broke!

Cancel the Gateway Connector.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
STOP 158 STEERING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Place: 866 Old Enterprise Farms, Lebanon, IL 62254

Regular meetings generally occur on the 2" and 4"
Tuesdays each month, from 7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.
Please call to
confirm meeting time and reserve your seat: 618-632-3158.

Meetings are open to all interested parties.

SIGN PAINTING
STOP158 has frequent sign painting parties.

your yard. Visibility significantly helps our efforts.

you post a sign on your property? What size do you like?

Your choice of wording.

For the calendar of the East-West Gateway Council of

Governments visit www.ewgateway.org.a

Open houses to be held on bicycle plan

Great Rivers Greenway is providing area residents with
one last chance to weigh in on the large-scale regional
bicycle plan that is being developed to enhance on-road

connectivity throughout the St. Louis region.

During the month of May, Great Rivers Greenway will
hold four public open house events, each 4:30pm - 7:00pm:

Volunteer
opportunities: 1) help with the painting and 2) post a sign in

1 May 10 at the Webster Groves Recreation Center, 33
East Glendale Road, Webster Groves, MO 63119

I May 11 at the Forest Park Visitors® Center, 5595
Grand Dr., St. Louis, MO 63112

1 May 17 at the University of Missouri-St. Louis
(UMSL) Millennium Student Center, 1 University

Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63121

1 May 19 at St. Peters City Hall, 1 St. Peters Centre

Blvd., St Peters, MO 63376.

Individuals unable to attend any of the remaining open
houses can provide input through the project’s website,

www.stlbikeplan.com. &
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Regional population growth
find cheaper places or better weather. Though St. Louis has
great sports, entertainment venues, universities and hospitals,
they have failed to bring people permanently into the region.

There’s no economic boom or massive new investment
(like happened in Las Vegas) that would attract newcomers,
either. Lastly, the rate of immigrants moving into the region
is well below the national average.

Thus, there’s nothing that will stimulate significant
population growth. Population hasn’t changed much in at
least 40 years; there are no signs it will be different in the next
forty years.

Bottom line: Actual data does not support the study
group’s projections. Therefore, the study’s conclusions about
the need for a Gateway Connector are logically false.
Stop158: Citizens for Smart Growth believes firmly that any
contention relying on population and employment growth to
justify a new highway should not only be rejected, but should
be dismissed as fantasy for ignoring the facts.&

Without action, states’ & local governments’
fiscal position will worsen through 2060, says
GAO

The Government Accountability Office says that state
and local governments will likely face fiscal struggles for at
least the next 50 years, requiring a 12.5% reduction in
expenses or increase in revenues and maintaining those levels
to stay solvent.

“A new report from the Government Accountability Office
offers a stark warning to state and local governments: Absent
policy changes, their financial situation will continue to
decline and they’ll face deficits for at least 50 years.”

“To prevent deficits, states and localities would have to
reduce expenditures or increase revenues by about 12.5% and
maintain those levels. The GAO projects that revenues, as a
percentage of GDP, will continue to decline absent policy
changes.”

Read the article at http://xrl.us/bjpgk4. Read the GAO
report at  http://www.gao.dgov/new.items/d11495sp.pdf.
Source: Governing FedWatch, April 15, 2011. &

Excerpted from Local Government Briefings published by EWGCOG

Q

filf you're trying to achieve, there

will be roadblocks. I've h ad them;
everybody has had them. But
obstacles don't have to stop you.

If you run into a wall, don't turn
around and give up. Figure out

how to climb it, go through it, or
work around it.

Michael Jordan

G
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IL Senate approves public hearing rights
for Gateway Connector landowners

The Illinois Senate has overwhelming approved
Senator Kyle McCarter's legislation to ensure landowners
living along the Gateway Connector corridor, or any other
protected corridor project, have a voice in the state's
Transportation Department's decision-making process.

"The legislation is simple fairness,” said McCarter
(Lebanon). "For most people, a home and the property it
sits on is the single largest investment and asset so the ‘hold’
the Transportation Department has on the land within the
Gateway Connector area has effectively frozen property
values. An owner can't improve the site and it becomes far
less attractive to a potential buyer that may have to give it
up for the project in the future."

The Senate approved the measure April 14 by a vote of
58 to 0. The legislation is now pending before the House
and on April 21 was assigned to the Transportation:
Regulations, Roads & Bridges Committee. Its chief House
sponsor is Representative Dave Winters, 68" District,
Rockford.

What does this mean?

Under Senate Bill 1856, the Illinois Department of
Transportation (IDOT) would be required to conduct a public
hearing to discuss the viability and feasibility of a protected
corridor not more than 10 years after the corridor is established.

Senator McCarter's bill was written to include the requirement
that the 10 year period be retroactive to the filing of corridor
protection in Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair counties, which was
done in March 2005. This would mean hearings not later than
March 2015.

We hope you will find time to thank Senator McCarter for his
efforts. You can help all those in the corridor by requesting your
representative in the House to pass the bill; and by encouraging
others to support Stop158 in its efforts to work toward enhancing
quality of life in the region. a

Find your representative at

www.STOP158.0 rg

Late-breaking news!

On May 3, the IL House of Representatives' Committee on Transportation voted unanimously to recommend
passage and a short debate in the House of the bill that will modify the corridor protection statute.

Stop158:Citizens for Smart Growth
PO Box 330
Troy, IL 62294
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