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In This Week’s Edition:

What’s in the News...In regional news...
Performance Measurement Yields Results and Transparency for Collinsville
The city of Collinsville's performance management system was recently featured in a recent issue of Local Government Matters, a publication of the ICMA (International City/County Management Association).
"Given that governments obtain funding through mandatory taxation, citizens rightfully feel that government organizations must be held accountable for how they spend their money, and that the programs their money helps to fund are working efficiently and effectively. For these reasons, measuring performance becomes critical in promoting transparency and showing the public that government is acting responsibly."
"Beginning in 2009, the city of Collinsville, Illinois, (pop. 26,000; in southern Illinois near St. Louis) implemented a performance management system that allows it to evaluate what programs are and are not working. But more importantly it is helping to 'connect the dots' and realize how different programs potentially impact other operations within the organization. While it may look like a lot of data, when managed properly it is a valuable tool for the city to utilize not only to be efficient and effective, but also to be accountable and transparent."   Read the full article at http://xrl.us/bmj3mt. Source: Local Government Matters, November 29, 2011 
*******************************
Illinois Electronics Disposal Ban Takes Effect Jan. 1
Beginning January 1, in Illinois, it will no longer be legal for individuals to dispose of unwanted electronics in their regular trash. Discarded electronics, including computers, monitors, electronic keyboards, scanners, fax machines and many other electronic devices, must now be taken to a registered recycler for proper management. It will be illegal for the consumer to dispose of them in the trash and it will be illegal for Illinois landfills to accept them.
The Illinois Electronic Products Recycling and Reuse Act, which took effect in 2008, required manufacturers to establish a recycling program for discarded and unwanted electric products, if they sell 5 their products in Illinois. This newest phase will include individual citizens in the effort to keep electronics, which contain a variety of potentially toxic contaminants, out of the state’s 48 active landfills.
The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency maintains a web site at www.epa.state.il.us/land/electronic-waste-recycling/index.html, which explains requirements for individuals and for manufacturers, a list of registered collectors, as well as a complete listing of all electronic items included in the ban.
*******************************
Quotes...
"When you save a sole-source aquifer, when you preserve a critical habitat, when you make it possible for dense mixed-use development along public transit corridors that gets people out of their cars, when you save a ridge top from trophy home destruction, when you preserve the historic landscape, and when you plan and regulate in a way that keeps our foundry worker’s family from being destroyed and makes it possible for children [from low-income families] to live where they want to live and to get the education they so desperately seek and deserve, then, I say to you, you have begun to do your job as a planner."
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dwight Merriam, a Connecticut land use attorney and planner and former president of the American Institute of Certified Planners, in a lecture at the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy, at Rutgers in New Brunswick, NJ, in which he emphasized that both social equity and the welfare of future generations must be at the core of planning practice. Source: Planetizen Newswire, December 01, 2011, and Bloustein School News, October 2011 (You can read Merriam’s lecture at http://xrl.us/bmj3iy or view the podcast at http://xrl.us/bmj3im.)
