TO: ______________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Date: ______________________


Dear ____________________________________: 


As a concerned citizen, I am writing you because I do not believe the Gateway Connector is needed at this time.  My reasons:

1.  A new road will encourage people to move out of towns and require the tax money to duplicate services.  Instead, let's use this $400 million to reinvest in our Metro East cities.  Statistics show that population has been relatively stable in the last 40 years.  If a Gateway Connector is needed in 30-40 years, we can talk about it then.

2.  Homeowners will not want the new 158 within 10 feet of their house.  As a homeowner, I know this would dramatically decrease property value.

3.  Please don't turn the Illinois countryside into St. Louis County.  New subdivisions and commercialization along the proposed Gateway Connector will create stress on all natural systems, wildlife, historic farmland and farmers.

Small improvements, such as turn lanes, seem to be all that is needed.  Taxpayers, who foot the bill, would rather have current services and roads improved than spend money on "predicted growth".

I respectfully request your immediate assistance and cooperation in stopping this roadway project.

Name _______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

City, State, Zip ________________________________

Phone _______________________________________

e-mail _______________________________________

TO: ______________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Date: ______________________


Dear ____________________________________: 

Don’t turn the Illinois countryside into St. Louis County!  That’s what will happen if IDOT proceeds with its road plan for Southwestern Illinois – specifically the Gateway Corridor or Outerbelt project.


Subdivisions and commercialization along the Gateway Connector will create stress on all the natural systems, wildlife, historic farmland and farmers.

A new road will encourage people to move out of towns and require twice the tax money to duplicate services.  More roads, sewers or water lines, fire trucks -- all the services that already exist in towns will have to be built again.

Consider the taxpayers who will foot the bill.  I will remember my rising taxes the next time I go to the polls to vote.  I won’t be voting for politicians who let this happen. 

Name _______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

City, State, Zip ________________________________

Phone _______________________________________

e-mail _______________________________________

TO: ______________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Date: ______________________


Dear ____________________________________: 

It is wasteful to spend $400 million of taxpayer money to build a road that is not needed.  I am referring to the proposed Gateway Connector to run from Columbia to Troy in Southwestern Illinois.


The  growth and traffic projections set forth by IDOT in the plan for the Gateway Connector are flawed.  IDOT predicts 25 percent population growth in 20 years, the future of Mid-America and Scott Air Force Base are uncertain.  The population of St. Clair County has actually dropped by 8,000 people in the last 20 years.

Small improvements such as turn lanes are all that is needed for this road, which is only slightly busy and then only for a couple of hours in the morning and evening.  At certain times of the year, tractors make up most of the mid-day traffic.

I will not vote for any legislator who wastes my money on a road that we don’t need.  Please let me know your position before it is time to go to the polls.

Name _______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

City, State, Zip ________________________________

Phone _______________________________________

e-mail _______________________________________

TO: ______________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Date: ______________________


Dear ______________________________________: 

This letter is to inform you that the IDOT is planning to build a road 10 feet from your front door.  That’s the limit Illinois law allows for a new road, so I’m sure you won’t mind.  (An existing road can come up to your front door!) 

You are simply stuck with your house. Nobody will buy it and nobody will want to live in. 

Hundreds of homeowners may receive that letter within a few months -- with different wording, of course, but the basic facts remain the same -- if IDOT proceeds with their plan to designate alignments for a four-lane road from Troy to the Jefferson Barracks Bridge the right of way can come within 10 feet of anyone’s house.


None of these people are going to vote for politicians who let this happen! Neither are their friends and neighbors.

The law is unfair and unreasonable. Hundreds of people will see their life savings lost as the value of their house drops to nothing.

The law needs to changed to keep the road a safe distance from homes. Roads and Right of Ways should be a least 50 feet from a home. Any closer, and the state should offer to buy the house. 

Please let me know where you stand on this issue.

Name _______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

City, State, Zip ________________________________

Phone _______________________________________

e-mail _______________________________________

