On-line Petition signers left these comments, re-printed here and unedited.  
If you want to sign the petition, click here: www.stop158.org/EPetition.htm   
If you want to “Have your say, and see what others say,” visit 
Counter-Point
See what others say and have your say.
E-mail us to join the conversation - click here.
1. 
255 highway is bare now. spend the money on something useful. 

2. 158 already has a lot of traffic.  There is no need to add to the problem.
3. A destructive waste of our tax dollars.
4. A foolish project.
5. A lot of folks use the shoulder of Troy/O'Fallon road for cycling and running purposes.  Do they plan on adding trails over on this side of troy for that?
6. All roads have ever done is cause more traffic & to think otherwise is stupidity. It is just an arrogant approach to allow developers have their way rather than the tax payers that have owned their land (some several generations).  Check the stats!!!  What about the generations coming along think of them & their quality of life!
7. Although the corridor did not end up on my property it ended up in the subdivision next to me and that’s only hundreds of feet away.  I can’t imagine what the noise level would be if this by-pass goes through as intended.  I’m not sure if I’m lucky you are not as somebody at work said. maybe it would have been better if it WAS on your property then they would have had to buy you out.  I still don’t think IDOT would give you fair market value and I also think that the whole thing is unneeded in the first-place!  The politicians and the people pushing, this should be exposed…
8. An additional bridge across the Mississippi River is more appropriate at this time
9. As a landscape architect and citizen of Monroe County Illinois I would like to express my concern over the proposed Gateway Corridor Connection by IDOT. I firmly believe that there are alternative methods of transportation and growth without the destruction of so much green-space and inherent beauty of this Karst area not to mention the environmental concern of misuse of land in particular the Stemler Cave Recharge zone and our existing construction limitations of our Karst topography.  Let's be an example instead of a follower for aesthetic growth and proper development instead of following other examples of destruction in communities throughout our country. It is my opinion that there are alternative placements that will allow for necessary growth while embracing our existing natural features and their fragility. 
10. As a new resident to the area I too agree there are traffic problems that need to be addressed and that there are other ways that need to be explored.

11. Clean up traffic problems with commuting to work and the bridges.  Please leave some space for people to enjoy the country.

12. Columbia is a nice little town- something like this will.
13. Connector is not needed.  It will uproot too many people who have lived on their land all their lives.  People live in these areas because they like the small-town atmosphere and this will be taken away.  There are other alternatives!
14. convenience.  If we continue connecting one place to another we will live in a "concrete" world! Let me know if there is anything else I can do please.  Thank you! 

15. Creates problems rather than solving them-totally unnecessary
16. Do NOT allow this project to continue!  Cease at once...Taxes are way too high already and we don't need another road that will burden the home owners!

17. Do not think it is necessary since it is affecting our ground

18. Don’t take our house that we work for so long and hard.
19. Douglas Freeburg Road never has any traffic .  Taking our precious farmland for just another project like Mid-America Airport is just an example of elected officials not listening to the people.

20. Draining resources from other economically depressed areas of the counties - wasting tax money destroying farmland - and encouraging sprawl - the Gateway Connector is a destructive and wasteful project.

21. Eminent domain is one of the most un-American concepts to come down the pike.  Expecially just to open more land to greedy developers. Our founding fathers are turning over in their graves.

22. Get the airport moving and then we can talk
23. Go Ahead and make the damn road
24. Great site!!  Feel free to send me updates for upcoming meetings.
25. I agree with your group.  We need a new bridge not more highways.

26. I am against the Gateway Connector and also the proposed 159 bypass through Collinsville. Let's keep our quiet communities!
27. I am against this expansion.  Valuable farmland to this area will be lost along with generations of hard work on these farms to make this area what it is today.
28. I am currently building a $250,000 home off of Stemler Road and I do not want a highway close by.
29. I am definitely opposed to the proposed connector.
30. I am opposed to the building of a new road.  A new connector is not needed.  Too costly and destroys farmland.

31. I am strongly opposed to the Gateway Connector.  I don’t see that it’s needed.  There are other projects where the funds could be more wisely spent.
32. I am totally against the connector - dollars could be spent in a much more useful way - not to mention what the new highway would do to negate the quality of life for the area

33. I do not believe we need this highway.  Columbia is a nice little town-something like this will\\
34. I do not see a need for the expansion.  I travel the road almost every day and there is never that much traffic.  I enjoy the scenic views, it's a nice change to the rest of the paved world. 
35. I do not support the construction of a Gateway Connector super-highway.

36. I do not think it is necerssary to add the Gateway Connector in this area.  People will have to go out of their way to connect with anything else which is ridiculous.  I am totally against it.  

37. I do not think this is necessary.  It will just ruin more houses and land.
38. I do not understand IDOT’s motivation in this issue, nor do I understand how they were able to mandate this project over the wishes of the people.  Perhaps IDOT’s purpose should be reevaluated.
39. I do not want the 158 expansion.  It is not needed.
40. I DONT WANT THIS TO HAPPEN!!!!!  HELP.
41. I drive everyday to Scott AFB for work and I always travel Troy-Scott Rd because my children and I get a break from the highway. It's nice to see the beautiful scenery and animals along the way. I think we have enough construction as it is-don't rob our children of the true beauty of this community.
42. I equate the roads to children. If you can't take care of the ones you have you do not need more. Concentrate on the existing infrastructure which is in dire need of many & varied updates. Long right turn lanes more center turn lanes for left/right turns and whatever happened to sidewalks linking neighborhoods. I see people jogging,  riding bikes,  walking dogs and out with children they are limited to their subdivision sidewalks there is no connectivity O'Fallon city and St. Clair County are in the dark ages when it comes to people/family/children friendly infrastructure. The poorly planned current development continues to put Joggers,  bikers, walkers and people getting their mail are at risk because of narrow pot hole filled roads and speeding cars. There use to be load limits on the rural routes now semi trucks travel them night and day and do not even use the highway available to them. There seems to be no concern about mega semi trucks avoiding the weight stations or the pot holes and risk etc caused by them on the Troy Scott Road.  I sometimes think nothing goes on about them any more so that all who live along the road will decide the Gateway Connector is necessary.  I see no County police presence out here. Aren't there still load and truck size limits on these country roads??  From the flashing red light on the Troy O'Fallon Road around the curve to just before the right turn  to Fulton School the road is in horrible shape.  Is there a petition for it?? I will do one.  They just put some asphalt patch in a few spots.  I do not know we have the highest taxes and the worst roads.  

43. I feel that 158 is not going to encourage economic growth - it will encourage "drive-by's" (drive right on by)  This is so like the  "Fountains at Fairview" ... That's REALLY busting at the seams! What a HUGE waste of taxpayer monies. Or maybe Midway airport- we are not going to get done paying for that fiasco! I live just a stones throw away from every one of these project failures.  It makes me very angry to see this total waste of our tax dollars. Please... STOP 158!

44. I feel that this is TOTALLY unnecessary.  This road is not traveled enough to make this a 4 lane plus frontage roads.  Spend IDOT money somewhere else.
45. I feel we do not need this connector.  Plus it will disrupt and displace many people.

46. I grew up in Troy and recently returned.  I was quite disappointed to find out another rural area is being overrun.

47. I have to travel everyday down Troy-Scott road and I am just saddened by the view that was once lush farm land and is now cold concrete.

48. I hope that our elected officials will stop, step back and take a deep breath, and then work to stop the project and resist the prospect of growth for the sake of growth.
49. I INTITE OTHER THAN OUR GOVERNMENT CAN COME IN AND PICK A PIECE OF PROPERTY BECAUSE THEY MIGHT WANT TO USE IT LATER.  THE GOVERNMENT KNOWS IF THEY LAND LOCK FROM BEING DEVELOPED THE COST OF THE PURCHASE WILL STAY LOW.  I GUESS THIS IS NEEDED SO THEIR AIRPORT HAS GOOD ACCESS WITH ALL THAT TRAFFIC FLOW. HAHA.
50. I liked the idea at first but this connector would be going right through a lot of farmland and communities.  This plan is definitely stupid and unnecessary.  Work with the existing roads!

51. I live in Sunny Hill Lakes and I want to do everything I can to help stop this expansion.
52. I moved here to get away from interstates and busy populated suburban cities/business, so I could enjoy the quietness of the woods and a healthier environment.
53. I moved to this area to get away from the affects of urban sprawl...now IDOT wants to bring the problem right through my front yard.  The highway development will have a huge negative impact on the communities and the wildlife in the metro area.
54. I moved to Waterloo from the Belleville/Shiloh area to enjoy "small" town living.  That area was growing to fast as is!

55. I oppose the Gateway Connector expansion of Hwy 158.  I can see no need now or in the foreseeable future.  I see it as a pork-barrel project.  The highway is in my backyard literally.  As I understand it the property I live on will likely be used for the expansion forcing my family to move.  This makes it even more important for me to oppose this project
56. I oppose the use of my taxpayer money to fund this project.  I do not feel this project is justified despite the finding of the feasibility study.  Feasibility studies are subjective and are proven they can be skewed to fit any conclusion the group requesting the study wants it to portray.  A good example is the MidAmerica Airport boondoggle. How long has this waste of taxpayer money been sitting empty and unused with no anticipated use or need in sight. In retrospect, did the feasibility study that indicated MidAmerica Airport a viable and worthwhile project prove to be accurate?  Or does this project prove that a feasibility study can be inaccurate? It is apparent by its lack of use this project was not needed and there are no indications it will be needed in the near future. The taxpayer money spent on this project could have been better spent on other projects or better yet, not even collected from the taxpayers in the first place.  It now scares me when government agencies request feasibility studies.  It also scares me when I live in an area that will be affected by the results of a feasibility study.  I also oppose this project because the area I have chose to reside will be directly impacted for the rest of my life by the results of this study.  I chose to live and reside in this area because of the quiet and peaceful area it is. There are already plenty of available highways in use to allow the citizens quick and safe access to St. Louis and the surrounding Metro east area.  As populations grow and roadway use increases, existing roadways can be improved or expanded without the need to take over valuable and much needed farmland for additional roads.  For example, a highway widening project will begin soon on highway 15 between Belleville and Freeburg.  This road is already in use, and it has been for years. The few additional feet needed to expand this road is better than wasting additional beautiful land for yet another concrete or asphalt high-speed raceway that will bring increased vehicular air and noise pollution to a currently serene area. I will do my best to oppose all politicians and government agencies that continue to support this project.
57. I oppose this hwy coming through my neighborhood. I moved to Ofallon nine years ago. What brought me here was the country style living. Peace and quiet away from the hustle and bustle of everyday living. I lived in Florissant - Missouri for 26 years - I am also in sales for my job. I deal with people day in a day out. When the weekend comes I do not want to deal with traffic. Hwy 50 is a perfect example - Just like Lindbergh in St. Louis. What is wrong with using Interstate 255. I travel 255 every day to get to my territory. I see very little traffic on 255 no matter what time of the day it is. Why waste the tax payer dollars when we have a highway that no one uses.  We are widening Hwy 64 east for this. When is the economic growth going to stop. I understand its all about the money and tax dollars - Politics etc.  However why can't we leave nature alone. I will fight for this anyway I can

58. I own property at the intersection of scott-troy and troy-o’fallon roads, but do not have a local address.
59. I see no reason why we would want something like a connector - there is no logical reason to spend this money.

60. I wish to help in any way possible to assist in protecting the environment and the proposed area.  I am originally from Caseyville do not want to see another inner belt like Hwy 255 as it is not used to its potential.  The only drawback is I am a mobilized Military and not always around.  Hope your efforts work for the better.  I will be telling others about this site.
61. I would rather not pay more taxes for a needless road.   Do something about the useless airport that was built first.
62. I’ve seen so much get built over and I don’t want to see it expand out there.

63. IDOT and a lot of other maintenance groups across the State can NOT keep up with the road maintenance right now much less if another highway by-pass is added.  The money would be much better spent fixing the roads we have  timing the stop lights at intersections to save gas and doing everything they can to avoid adding another road that criss-crosses valuable farm land and takes away peoples houses all in the sake of supposedly planning for future growth between 2 cities.  I say if the politicians and the rich developers really want this then put it through their yards.  Enough said.
64. If the frontage road appears to be on the corner of our property, will the highway department…
65. I'm the son of Gladys (Joseph) Williamson.  The Joseph farm is very special to all of our family and we hope to keep it that way. Keep up the good work!

66. In worst case scenario, the route should be north of Columbia, not through or south of town.
67. Instead of developing a new highway why doesn’t the state add a third hwy lane on 270 from Troy to 157 and on 70 from Troy to 157?
68. Instead of increasing traffic - pollution - noise - sprawl _ please consider mass increasing mass transit systems to expand and become more efficient.

69. It is stupid to build something that is not needed.  Please, use our money wisely. 
70. Keep me informed...I would like to see another article for Marvel Davis farm before the Nov. election this should help John Laesch for congress
71. Keep up the good work.
72. Keep up the good work.

73. Leave this area rural. The plan to increase turn lanes and develop less congested key intersections is a better deal. Spend that money fixing existing roads from cracks, pot-holes and the like. Repair existing problems before creating new ones. Have you driven a motorcycle around here?
74. Let’s stop this urban sprawl and unbridled spending of taxpayer money for public official’s pipedreams and ‘resume enhancers.’  This ‘connector’ is not only not needed, but not wanted by the people who will pay for it.  We don’t need another MetroLink or Mid-America airport to bleed the coffers dry.  I’m thankful that there is no funding for this project and that the general public will wake up and fight what politicians call ‘progress’ before funds are appropriated.
75. More development in Monroe County is not wanted by the citizens, ONLY the developers.
76. Mr. Ellerbrake’s op-ed in News Democrat and Mrs. Haines’ letter to editor in Troy Times Tribune were in my opinion the best non-governmental response to date/the inclusion of the Sierra club was certainly enlistment of a high name recognition ally; and hopefully indicates a healthy and viable opposition to our heavy-handed elected officials.
77. My family and I are firmly against this project.
78. My husband and I have only recently moved out of the Columbia area, but have learned that the new proposed highway will be going through our old location on Gall Road.  We are sorry to see our old neighbors lose their quiet, beautiful countryside.
79. No more new roads-fix old roads-expand Metro-Link-no more TIF for business

80. Not enough traffic.
81. Not necessary and interrupts the lives of too many people

82. Our tax dollars should be used to revitalize our existing communities rather than encouraging urban sprawl.  The priority of building a new Mississippi River Bridge far exceeds destroying our rural regions in the name of progress and economic growth.
83. Please add my name to your list for opposition to the Gateway Connector project
84. Please do not extend 158 as planned.  We love our home and property and do not want to raise our kids with a multi-lane highway in our front yard.

85. Please do not force this urban sprawl on the citizens of this area.  Let the area develop naturally into a beautiful residential showcase that will be the envy of the Metro-East.  I realize that residences do not produce the revenue stream is that commercial property does, but we have to live somewhere.
86. Please Do not put people out of their homes for another highway when there are other routes to take getting from point a to point b.
87. Please let me know if there is anything that I can do to assist with stopping this senseless road project.  This is the wrong thing for Troy, O’Fallon, and Scott AFB.  I Sense that since the O’Fallon community is mostly comprised of military squatters who do not intend to stay in the local area for the long term, they are relatively unconcerned with the impact that this road will have on the community, their life styles or their quality of life.  The general consensus is that they will be gone by the time the road goes through.  This is the wrong attitude.  Somehow we need to energize their concern for this road.  If planners insist on this road, they should reroute the road to the east, go around Scott, pass the road to the east of the UNUSED AIRPORT AND THROUGH LEBANON AND UP ROUTE 4.  That way the non-existing traffic from the JB Bridge could travel to the new multi-million dollar un-used airport that the taxpayer is paying for and then continue their journey through Lebanon and connect to 55 following the Route 4 path.  If you ever have time to discuss the gateway connector further please give me a call.
88. Please save this beautiful area.  We do not need to connect Troy and Columbia this way.

89. Please use existing roadways to improve traffic flow.  I moved to the country to be in the country.
90. Produce a person that wants this road that will not put money into their pocket.  His will only become a truck route that will destroy the lands.

91. Reasons to Petition Against 158 Expansion: Light traffic load on 158 from SAFB to Troy (Look how long IL.-159 has serviced us well w/2 lanes and heavy load of traffic) - Access routes already exist that service well from Point A. to Point B. (I-255/I-64/I. L.-159/IL.-157)-if looking for business opportunities consider the nbr of closed businesses in Fairview (West of IL.-159-Franks-Toys’R Us - Pier 1- Kids’R Us-etc.
92. Ridiculous use of tax funds urgently needed for other uses.
93. SAVE OUR FARMLAND!!!!!!!!
94. Save the baby rabbits!!

95. Stop 158!  I moved here for the rural simplicity and open vistas.  If I wanted to live in St. Louis county, I’d move there.
96. Stop the destruction of farmland

97. STOP the Gateway Connector.
98. Stop the road; unnecessary cost
99. Stop the Urban Sprawl

100. Stop This Connector!!

101. Stop this Gateway Connector!  Save our tax money for something important.  Like schools, health care, AND NOT FOR SUBSIDIZING SPRAWL!
102. Stop this NOW!  Expand Rt. 3 to 6 lanes and add an outer service road!
103. STOP THIS NOW!!!!!  WE DONT NEED IT!!!
104. Stop this wasted effort of time and financial resources.  Spend it in improvements.
105. Stop turning the area into a "boom town";  develop Cahokia

106. Surveyors have no business going on peoples property without the owners permission. When they are hired are they told to respect property owners?

107. Thank you for all the work you are doing!
108. Thank You for your efforts!

109. Thanks for fronting this effort.  The tax dollars looking at this would be better spent to just add turn lanes to Scott-Troy road and widen any additional area to form a pseudo connector.
110. The areas that this will affect are not remote places.  All have accessible roads (IL3 I255 IL15 I64 I55 I70) which take care of the needs of the people without adding to the urban sprawl.
111. The connector project will take almost a third of my productive forty acres of farm land and turn it into asphalt! 

112. The corridor is the WRONG way to go!  We have to be smarter and think ahead for our own sakes and our children’s---we need to develop it inward not outward.  Fix the buildings and crumbling downtowns and revitalize them, so people live in the towns and use the roads that already exist.  IDOT needs to start thinking creatively and for the well-being of the community region state country as a whole.  Developing outward continually will be the downfall of our communities and our environment.  I enthusiastically applaud all of you who have stood up against the 158 corridor…it will be interesting to see if we truly live in a democracy or if the state government will move forward despite the wishes of its people.
113. The existence of 255 provides a route from these proposed locations.  255 to this day has very little traffic from the JB bridge all the way to Alton.  I drive it regularly during what would be rush-hour traffic.
114. The gateway corridor will destroy the metro east area! The metro east area will become another St. Louis along with all of St. Louis' problems!

115. The land in these counties is being overdeveloped.  We don't need to make it easier for developers to turn the unspoiled countryside into an unsightly neighborhood that will only bring further commercial development.  I oppose the Gateway Connector.  Those of us who already live in the area don't need another road to get us where we need to go we already know how to get there.  We want to preserve the landscape and farmland and not pollute it over populate it and destroy it.  This land should be protected from development.
116. The rate of development in the metro east needs to be addressed.  Urban sprawl is rampant and unwelcomed.  Let's try to keep the green space from developer's pockets.
117. There are better things to spend tax money on than expanding HW 158.

118. There is a reason we moved to the country and it sure as hell wasn’t for a new highway.
119. There is no factual or legitimate basis for justifying the Gateway Connector.  It's a project conceived by engineers - many of whom do not even live in Illinois and have no appreciation for the lifestyle we currently enjoy - who are looking to preserve their own jobs at the expense of the rural way of life that many of us were seeking when we decided to call Illinois our home.  We do not need another West County but that will surely be the outcome if this road is constructed.  If you build it they will come is certainly true in this case.  Elected officials who turn a blind eye to the fervent concerns of the people on these issues and instead proclaim that ‘economic development (i.e. money) is really what we need, are doing a disservice to their constituents.  Ultimately the erosion of our current lifestyle may be inevitable but it would be a tragedy to expedite that demise by acquiescing with the IDOT agenda.  That lifestyle needs to be preserved and valued for the precious commodity that it is not discarded for the sake of misguided engineers and developers.  The St. Louis metropolitan area needs a place where people can find solace from the urban sprawl on the other side of the river.  Maybe that sprawl can't be stopped but it certainly can be slowed by not pursuing facilitating projects like the Gateway Connector.
120. This area is on a build boom and we need to stop urban sprawl.   We need to preserve the green places or pretty soon the whole Metro East area will be one big mass of concrete.   And despite what Bush says, urban development does contribute to global warming.   We don't need any more sub divisions with 200,000 dollar homes.   How about more modest homes, more public green places, and less concrete everywhere?   How many shopping centers do we really need?   If you have been to Fairview Heights, IL lately you will see exactly what I mean.
121. This connector is a waste of time and money.  It is not necessary and would just make a mess of otherwise beautiful and useful land.

122. This development is unnecessary.  Illinois should spend their funds on needed projects.
123. This has to be the dumbest use of tax dollars since the politicians toyed with the idea of a Columbia-Waterloo airport!  Widening, center turn lanes & bridge repairs would be a better use of tax $$.
124. This is a foolish waste of tax payers’ money when there are so many non-invasive alternatives.
125. This is a totally unnecessary project.  Focus should be on improving the already existing routes.

126. This is a waste of taxpayer money.  Taxes in Columbia are outrageous and we still vote for tax increases to build school that are desperately needed.  This funding should go to building schools and improving areas that are blighted such as East St. Louis and develop the East side of downtown St. Louis.
127. This is completely unnecessary!  The Mayor is only qualified to cut ribbons!
128. This is just another example of our politicians knowing what is best for an area Just like the airport.  I just will not vote to reelect any local politician.  Because I know what is best for me and what I want this area to be.
129. This is kinda old and ridiculous... IDot didn't design concieve or build the airport.  Get your facts straight and be honest in your opposition.

130. This is not needed and will only disrupt the small town atmosphere that we currently enjoy.
131. This is the biggest waste of money ever. They can’t keep the roads we have now nice.
132. This kind of stuff needs to stop.
133. This needs to be stopped.  There is not enough traffic on my 255 to warrant a new way to get between 170 and I-255.
134. This project appears to be wasteful - like the "big dig" in Boston Mass.  Data does not support the necessity of such an expensive and disruptive project.

135. This project is just another scam supported by the Oil/Automotive industries.  It will scrape away the beauty of our country, so impatient morons can drive their SUVs at top speed to go shopping.  More highways and strip malls are not part of America the beautiful.
136. This project is not needed!!!
137. This project is totally unneeded.  There are many projects for updated and repairing our current infrastructure where this money should be spent.  This project is being pushed by political/commercial interests where a few people will make a LOT of MONEEY.  NO OTHER REASON
138. This project should not be done when the State of Illinois is in a severe financial deficit.
139. This project will increase the rate of growth in Jarvis Township.  The development would increase drainage into the Mill and Silver Creek Water Shed.  This in turn would cause an increase in flooding for the residents who already reside along East Mill Creek Road in Jarvis Township.  
140. This area is already prone to flooding in the spring and fall.  This would impact the quality of life and property values to longtime residents of this area.  The proposed project will not alleviate traffic congestion, but will increase it due to an increase of new development.  Long term residents of this area should have some rights as opposed to taking their land through the eminent domain.  Thank you for the opportunity to voice our opposition to this proposed project.
141. This proposed highway is absolutely unnecessary and absolutely unwanted!
142. This proposed road is a blatant waste of taxpayer’s money and good farmland.  There is too much land being gobbled up in developments etc.  It is time to stop this sprawl.
143. This road is not needed and is a waste of our money.
144. This road is not needed and will disrupt too many lives.
145. This road is not needed not wanted and will be a detriment to our homes and our communities and our families!!!!  Please STOP 158.  Fix the roads are in need of repair and forget ANOTHER connector wrote to Columbia.  After all, what is wrong with Hwy 255?  It is only about eight minutes away from the projected site of 158!
146. This seems like an extremely large waste of money. I can't help to believe that the only people that are in favor of it besides politicians are the people that will make money on it. Why do some people think that growth is progress.  Take a look at St. Charles County and see what growth has done to ruin it. Politicians will spout their favorite line   It will bring JOBS to the area, and businesses!! But for me and I'm sure I'm not the only one, I moved to here and fled Belleville to get away from the congestion. I work in St. Louis and occasionally go there to shop, when I have to, but am never too happy to leave the traffic headache behind.
147. This will just create more problems for police departments.  We don’t have the resources to patrol any more roads than we have right now.

148. To build the corridor-what a waste of taxpayer money!  Another fruitless effort on the part of politicians and government.  Whatever happened to honor, integrity, dignity, and duty to the people vice the importance of a buck?  IDOT, you’re placing yourself and politicians before the people instead of for the people and common sense! I’m ashamed to say I used to work for IDOT.  Do right thing for the people-stand back and rethink this effort!  Approach it with open eyes and common sense!  As a retired member of the Armed Forces, I have seen a lot of death and destruction, sadness and grief, tears and anger, homeless, and the faces of fleeing refugees, this Gateway Connector falls in the same category from many views-and sadly, done by our own government in our very own backyard.  You’re paving our farmlands like a prairie fire-destroying all in its path – for what, in the name of projected Traffic or is there a real hidden agenda - job security and kickbacks for developers and politicians?
149. Too much Tax, Too much environmental impact, Too little benefit.
150. Troy does not need to grow anymore. We already have to many kids in our schools and not enough space or teachers. They just want us to keep paying more and more in taxes. If this does go though we will be moving out of Troy.

151. Unnecessary and unfair to property owners.

152. Useless waste of taxpayers’ money and fiscal irresponsible behavior by politicians.
153. Waste of taxpayer money to contemplate this unnecessary road system for the foreseeable future (15+ years).  Current interstate system is and will be adequate.
154. We also wish to stop 158!! 

155. We decided to build at this section of this city because we were in the country and not in the crowded city.   We grew up in Fairview Heights and wanted to get away from all of the commercial aspects of city life and traffic.   I am vehemently opposed to this highway for that reason.  I would like my children to grow up close to nature and not ASPHALT!!!   There are many other roads to travel to get to your destination besides Troy-Scott Road.   Everyone is so interested in development and growth.  How about living as God intended people to live - a simple Godly life.   If everyone would see that, the world would be a more pleasurable and peaceful place to live!!!
156. We do not need more suburban sprawl.
157. We do not need or want this in our backyards!!  Listen to the people.
158. We do not need or want urban sprawl which is exactly what the Connector will create.
159. We do not need the gateway connector.

160. We do not need this road.  Money is better spent revitalizing core cities

161. We don’t need another waste of taxpayer’s money like Mid-America Airport.
162. We don’t need it.

163. We need to be responsible to our Children and not to developers-keep the country COUNTRY

164. We need to be responsible to our Children and not to developers-keep the country COUNTRY

165. We need to be responsible to our Children and not to developers-keep the country COUNTRY

166. We need to be responsible to our Children and not to developers-keep the country COUNTRY

167. We should put our efforts into rehabilitating the communities close to St. Louis.
168. We would like everyone to know that we and our neighbors are totally against this project!
169. What a huge waste of money land and resources.  The local businesses and townships will be nothing but hurt by this.  We need upgraded access to currently populated areas.

170. WHAT A WASTE OF TAX DOLLARS!

171. What a waste of taxpayers’ money and for what reason????
172. Who thinks people need to get from Troy to Columbia.  Most folks that live up near Troy and O'Fallon really don't travel as far south as Millstadt Waterloo or Columbia.  Most folks that live in Southern St Clair and Monroe typically travel across the river.  All this connector is going to do is bring more traffic and traffic congestion to an area that does not have but very minimal traffic problems.  This will also take out thousands of precious farm land that is needed for FARMING!  And what about all the wildlife that will eventually be displaced.  There are already enough animals on the road because of the destruction of their natural habitats we don't need to ten-fold the problem.
173. Why do we need more highways and subdivisions.  We need country and country roads to drive down and relax.  Not everyone wants to live around people let’s quit building so much and save some of our farms and animals.  And also if they want to get to Columbia and JB Bridge quicker then they should live closer to it.  Not build more.  Some people enjoy the country.  If they wanted city life they could move to New York or some or else.
174. Waist of money!!!! Use the money in problem areas such as East St Louis. Expand the Metrolink!!! There is not enough traffic to build a connector!!!!!!
175. Enough roads already! Enough buildings - strip malls - automobile repair shops. Enough! Enough! What's wrong with trees? Anybody have anything against trees?
176. I live here for a reason. Don't want to live in the city...enough is ENOUGH!
177. NO MORE SHOPPING MALLS!!!!!!DON'T WE HAVE ENOUGH ALREADY?!!!!
178. I oppose the Gateway Connector.  It will only attract traffic and contribute to suburban sprawl.  Look at every other ring road for proof.
179. This project would harm some of the natural beauty of this area & would take away from the rural charm of this community. It would bring "undesirable" people out here much like Metrolink already does.
180. Stop this project!!!   We don't want it!
181. What is it going to take? Senior citizens deciding whether or not to take their medications or pay their ungodly electric bill? Death must be what will get the government's attention.
182. THE PEOPLE THAT HAVE INVESTED THEIR LIVES AND SAVINGS TO LIVING IN THE SECTIONS OF ST CLAIR COUNTY AFFECTED BY THIS COUPLER DID SO TO AVOID THE EFFECTS OF URBAN SPRAWL.
183. Please don't do this.  Isn't there enough congestion in the Metro east?

184. There are too many farms being destroyed for the sake of "progress" and i'm sick of it!! There is nothing wrong with the road as it is now. STOP 158!!!!

185. why destroy our wildlife? the speed limit is fine where its at - more lanes will only cause more traffic and more accidents.. not makle things better for anyone

186. I believe an addtional road between the two is redundant. Is there a huge number of commuters between the two or even inbetween for that matter?  Please leave people's homes  & peace & quiet alone.   

187. Stop the destruction of our landscape.  We need a new bridge much more than this gateway connector.  Enough sprawl - preserve our precious land

188. NO CONNECTOR!!!!!  PRESERVE OUR WAY OF LIFE

189. An expansion of 158 is not needed.  I drive it daily and traffic flows fine as it is now.  I am tired of my tax payer dollars being spent on road work which is unneeded.

190. We have too much urbanization going on as it is.  If this continues there will be no farm lands or rural areas left.

191. it seems pretty rediculous to biuld a road connecting two insignificant towns?
192. IDOT should make public transportation (light rail etc.) a greater priority not more interstates.

193. This is a complete waste of tax payers money and is not needed we have enough highway's and interstates connecting the southern counties to our northern counties. 

194. No Need for the "Gateway Connector"-Use I-55 & I-255 to connect from Troy to Columbia

195. stop wasting tax dollars

196. No need to destroy anymore farmland for political/monetary gain. 
197. As a matter of intelligent fiscal policy it would make sense to improve and upkeep the roads and bridges that already exist instead of building yet another road to be neglected and allowed to decline

198. Within 20 years St. Clair County will look just like West St. Louis...Traffic and all!
199. With the State of Illinois running short on money to fund much needed infrastructure improvements like our public school buildings we cannot  afford this unnecessary and wasteful extravagence. 

200. I agree that we do not need this "connector." It is a waste of tax dollars. 

201. This road is not necessary for the owners of the land you will destroy and their life style.  

202. There are greater highway/transportation needs and more green space is needed in Columbia.  

203. Stop Urban Sprawl!!!!   

204. I don't want to see more of my country covered in concrete. 

205. I am in the process of purchasing of home on Triple Lakes Road very close to Hwy 158.  I have a copy of the IDOT report but would like to learn will I be effected in the future?

206. I believe the Gateway Connector is not needed now or in the foreseeable future.  There are several more sensible and less objectionable options then to destory acres and acres of virgin country side  

207. Why are we still thinking more highways when the future demands different approaches.  

208.  As a new resident of Glen Carbon /Madison County who routinely travels SR158 to Scott AFB I find the idea of building this un-necessary outer beltway a phenomenal waste of taxpayer dollars.
209.  Right through my house when there is hundreds of acres open all around my house. You wonder why IL can't meet it's budget. You would rather pay for a house than raw ground. Makes no sence This plan will destroy the rural settings of some comunities and allow the neglect of other areas.  Building a connector is a lose/lose situation for the citizens
210. Please put our money into current roadways and bridges rather than spend it unecessarily on the Connector.  It will only ruin our beautiful farmland and destroy wildlife.

211. This road will only be a shortcut for truckers.  That will turn farmland  and light residential into truck stops and industrial storage parks.  Trucks do not buy gas in this state due to high tax

212. we need to quit wasting taxpayers money on unnecessary projects like this

213. The Gateway Connector is an unneeded public works project that only benefits Belleville businesses and there is no rational argument for it.

214. invest in viable public transportation

215. I drive Troy-Scott road to I-64 during rush hour traffic and there are no traffic jams a This is the biggest waste of money ever!   Why don't you fix the roads and bridges we have instead of creating new projects that aren't needed?nd no delays.  A new highway would be a waste of money and beautiful farm land.

216. Use the money to fix the bridges

217. I find it a total waste of money to research if a road is needed when 1. everyone that lives in the area knows it isn't and 2. the money could be spent on existing roads & bridges in need of repair

218. Not needed Not wanted

219. KILL 158 -- WE DON

220. KILL 158 -- WE DON'T WANT IT
221. STOP THE 158 CONNECTOR

222. Do not encourage the distruction of our farm land. It is not renewable!

223. STOP THE 158 CONNECTOR

224. No more destruction of farmland or greenspace

225. This area does not need more farmland to disappear.  We also do not need more subdivisions or strip malls (that will either remain empty or close after a year of being open) in this area

226. KEEP IT COUNTRY !!

227. Bad idea and totally un-necessary. Check a map I-255 via I70 goes from Troy to Columbia already

228. The Gateway Connector is unnecessary.  The public does not need another white elephant (MidAmerica Airport).

229. I moved to this neighborhood because of the country setting. Now  there is so much traffic stores roads exc.. If you think urban sprawl is where it is at go look at north county in Missouri it is

230. Before we start spending hundreds of millions on a road we don

231. hi my name is kelsey and 158 will be going through my house in a couple years please help stop it! thank you!

232. I want to keep my home I don't want to leave If you want to do what really needs to be done then just expand Troy Ofallon Rd into a 4 lane  that's all thats needed here.

233. Have you ever thought about asking us what we want?  WE DONT WANT IT!   And we don't need it  what we need it Troy Ofallon Rd widened with just a turn lane in the middle thats all and cheaper

234. We do not need the Gateway Nonnector Highway from Columbia to Troy

235. As a resident I oppose more growth...govt needs to come up with a feasible land usage plan and concentrate on reutilizing commerical or resident land that has been vacated and needs refurbishment.  at a waste of money!!

236. I am sick of things that are going to raise our already out of control taxes!

237. Fix existing highways instead of adding additional ones

238. Just fix what we already have. Stop building new.

239. We already have 255 we DO NOT NEED OR WANT another road to Columbia!  Save the money and the country side and stop planning a Gateway Connector Highway!

240. Under absolutely no condition should the stimulas money be used to develop new roads like Route 158.  Build bridges.  Improve Ramps.  Fix Roads.  But don't make roads bigger. no 2 lane roads to 4 lane

241. Il 14th district DO NOT FUND THE HASTERT P PARKWAY TRASHWAY BRIDGE TO NO WHERE!

242. Moved to country to get away from noise and polution - Don't bring it here as I cannot afford to move again

243. It is so unnecessary.  Lets keep our green space

244. We need to invest in public transportation not adding roads more sprawl and more polution!

245. We do not need the Gateway Connector  take I 255 fix our state route 158

246. Act now to begin repairs to our sorry state that can fund highways to nowhere but can't meet the needs of the disabled; a state where decisions are based on shakedowns and not sound reasoning

247. I support Stop 158

248. The Troy O'Fallon Road already serves this purpose and woud be MUCH cheaper to update than building a whole new road.  The only purpose a new road would serve would be more urban sprawl

249. Take care of what we have.  Don't carve new roads in beautiful countryside

250. There is no need to waste farmland for this unnecessary project.

251. The Gateway Connector is not needed.  There already exist various routes and highways that can support any significant increase in traffic flow in the area.  Tillable land needs to remain.

252. we do NOT need ANOTHER route to columbia.  we already have scott-troy rd. (with right of way already taken) to I-64 and west to I-255 soth to columbia.  why waste money to duplicate?

253. This proposed highway is a waste of tax payer money. It "mirrors" I-255. We don't need another 5 lane highway 7 miles to the east of what we already have. Why are the rural ways of life less important

254. Please do not continue wit this Gateway connector road project.  I see only urban sprawl irresponsible growth and wasted money.  The Scott/Troy road could be made 4 lane and serve the same purpose.
255. STOP THE GATEWAY CONNECTOR HIGHWAY

256. We do not need another highway so developers can build more subdivisions and strip malls.  We need to preserve the beauty of this area there are enough roads.  Besides COlumbia to Troy???
257. It is time to discontinue all effort to build the "158 connector".  The citizens have been held "captive" long enough!! End it NOW!!! 

258. I further implore local DOT operations to adopt practices which preserve roadside areas to allow wildflowers and habitats to flourish 
259. Nothing could be more ignorant and irresponsible than to allow construction of this project.

260. Stop the development of open land and preserve our "old town" communities.
261. A connector highway from Columbia to Troy is totally unecessary and a waste of taxpayer's money

262. We have too many strip malls  sitting here and there with no tenants.  We do not need another connector.  We need to preserve rather than tear down.  Counties nor cit

263. Moving soon to waterloo area

264. We do not need this connector. Save our farm land and tax money. Try taking care of the roads you have already

265. The proposed 158 corridor is a waste of taxpayer money with no benefits.

266. Even in economic good times this is a waste of money  in bad times it is shameful

267. As a candidate for US Congress I will do anything I can to stop this unnecessary spending

268. Lets fix up the roads we have. New belt not needed for 25 years.
269. Lets fix up the roads we have. New belt not needed for 25 years.

270. We must find constructive work projects that are relevant and necessary for our times.

271. abandon this foolish project

272. I do not support the Gateway Connector

273. Please do not build highways through precious farmland

274. Please don't waste taxpayer dollars

275. 158 is not the place for the Gateway connector.  Hwy 4 would make much more sense

276. I grew up in these counties and there is already plenty of ways to get around 
277. The enlargement of route 158  is  a misappropriation of funds destructive to the community and a make work project for IDOT.  Developers  Air Force local highway builders a wanta be big shots    ! 
278. Six years of stagnation is enough. The state is bankrupt and can not afford to maintain the roads presently in use let alone building new roads. 

279. Just take a drive down this historic road and see why 158GC is a bad idea.  We need more green space - not more traffic development and pollution that always come with these types of projects. 
280. Local developers and the Air Force have hijacked our community. What was once rural is being trashed and will soon be as ugle unhealthy and chaotic as O'Fallon  Missouri.  Visit O'Fallon Missouri 

281. The State of Illinois does not need this proposed highway the people in the effected area does not need or want this highway the State is broke no money to construct this new highway.  Amen 
282. Illinois is broke. The people wants the politicians to quit putting our state further in debt
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